
 

T HINNER — LIGHTER — FASTER … and at the same price as the origi-
nal iPad! Tablet computers mnally became a viable option for the aver-

age consumer in 2010. Apple’s iPad both established the market and set the 
bar for performance. 
 Apple moved the bar even higher this year 
with the introduction of the iPad 2, thinner, 
faster, and lighter than the mrst — and at no in-
crease in price! The iPad features a multi–touch 
interface, the most extensive catalogue of applica-
tions in the industry (far surpassing anything running the Android operat-
ing system), and a competitive price. 
 Brad Lefeld has been with the Mac Depot for three and a half years, 
working primarily in sales. Six months ago, he took over the training 
classes. Mac Depot oqers free 30–minute training classes every Thursday 
and Saturday for anyone who signs up. Classes cover anything Mac based, 
from software packages to the hardware of the machines. Click here to go 
to the Mac Depot’s Web site. 
 Please join us in greeting BRAD LEFELD at 7 P.M., on Tuesday the 31st, 
at the Miami Valley Regional Service Center, 4801 Springmeld Street, 
about a mile west of the Air Force Museum. Click here for a map. Parking, 
as always, is free. 
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The Dayton 
Microcomputer 
Association®, Inc. 
Post Ooce Box 4005 
Dayton, Ohio  45401 

E STABLISHED IN 1976, DMA is a group of  Dayton–area professionals and 
hobbyists in the field of  computing and information technology. General 

membership meetings are usually on the last Tuesday of  each month. DMA has a 
number of  Special Interest Groups (SIGs) in areas ranging from digital photogra-
phy and geneology to the Linux operating system. Each SIG meets according to 
its own schedule. DMA is a member of  APCUG and ASC. (Click on any of  the 
logos — including our own — to go to that organization’s Home Page.) 

Oocers and Board of Trustees 
   

Glady CAMPION  
 President 
Grant ROOT 
 Vice—President 
Nancy CHRISTOLEAR 
 Treasurer 
Martin ARBAGI* 
 Secretary 

Jim DALLEY 
Ken PHELPS 
Wynn ROLLERT 
Gary TURNER 

Dave LUNDY* 
 Webmaster 

* Not a Trustee 

 All registered trademarks, for example, DMA, iPad, or Microsoft Security Essentials, are the 
property of their respective owners. However, for better readability, the Registered Trade 
Mark symbols (®) have been omitted. The Editor occasionally inserts comments into articles. 
Such comments are always in square brackets [like this]. 

 

Submissions …  

T HE DATABUS welcomes compliments, complaints, 
suggestions, and especially articles. We can ac-

cept articles in ASCII, or as attachments in Microsoft 
Word or Works, Open Office Writer, Word Perfect, or 
even WordStar! No PDF files, please. Send e–mails to: 

Editor@DMA.org 

 All articles are subject to editing for spelling, gram-
mar, usage, and space. Always retain a copy of your 
work, as THE DATABUS cannot be responsible for loss. 
When articles are of roughly equal quality, those by 
paid–up DMA members receive preference. 

http://www.apcug.org/
http://www.dma.org/
http://www.ascdayton.org/
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In & Around 

DMA 

$3.00 (cheap!) 
Saturday, August 

27, 2011               
(earlier than usual) 

Noon to ?? 

 

Shelter #1, Indian Ripe Park, Kettering  
Click here for a map – it’s convenient to I—675. 

Tickets on sale at Tuesday’s meeting. 
 We supply hamburgers, brats, hot dogs, rolls, condiments, & pop. 

 You supply a covered dish, or soft drinks other than pop. 

 No alcohol or glass containers, please. 

The Miami Valley Educa-

tional Service Center — 

Regional Division 

4801 Springfield Street, 

about a mile west of the 

Air Force Museum — site 

of our May 

meeting. Parking is free. 

Click here for a map. 

We’ll have Minutes of the April Trustees’ meeting next month. 

The 1911 DMA Picnic — that’s Jim Ullom standing 
on the left in the straw hat and A–shirt. 

http://www.bing.com/maps/default.aspx?encType=1&where1=2801+E+Stroop+Rd%2c+Dayton%2c+OH+45440-1357&FORM=MIRE&qpvt=2801+East+Stroop+Road++45420
http://www.bing.com/maps/default.aspx?encType=1&where1=4801+Springfield+St%2c+Dayton%2c+OH+45431-1084&FORM=MIRE&qpvt=4801+Springfield+Street+Riverside%2c+OH+45431
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—Did You Know?— 
Any paid–up DMA member is en-
titled to a business card–sized ad-
vertisement free in every issue of 
THE DATABUS. Patronize our adver-

tisers, and be sure to tell them 
that you saw their ads here! Click 
anywhere on the advertisements 
to go to the advertiser’s Web site. 

Microsoft Security Essentials 
By BRIAN K. LEWIS, Ph.D., Member, Sarasota PCUG, Florida 
Originally published in the April 2011 issue of The Monitor 
www.spcug.org 
bwsail at yahoo.com 
[EDITOR’S NOTE: Like that of Professor Lewis, my own experience with Microsoft Security Essen-
tials (MSE) has been a generally positive one. My ISP, like most, supplied me with a free secu-
rity suite. Though from a well–known company, it was slow and balky. My guess is that the 
major security outfits do not give their best stuff to the ISPs. When I at last substituted MSE, it 
picked up a virus that my original security software had not noticed. I had attributed my com-
puter’s lack of speed to Windows Vista, when in fact a virus had been responsible! However, 
MSE is best used with a reputable spyware checker.] 

O VER THE YEARS, ever since my mrst encounter with a computer virus in 1987, I have 
used a number of anti–virus applications, along with mrewall software. As the Inter-

net grew in the late ’90s, I had to add anti–parasite software and other anti-malware applica-
tions to the protection arsenal. Some of this software was free; others were very expensive 
both to purchase and to maintain. Some used tremendous amounts of resources, which 
slowed down the overall operation of the computer. The cost in money or resources wasn’t 
necessarily directly related to the usefulness of the application. However, such protection 
was probably a necessary evil to prevent problems on my computer from the ―invaders‖ 
that existed then and now on the Internet. 
 Most anti–malware applications seem to be growing in size as each manufacturer tries to 
―cover all the bases.‖ Unfortunately, with the increase in size and coverage comes an in-
crease in complexity. Now, Microsoft has released an improved version of its Security Es-
sentials (MSE) software that is easier for the user to install and operate. This application 
protects your computer against viruses, spyware, worms, trojans, and other malicious soft-
ware. In addition it is an easy to install free download from Microsoft. The only catch is 
that you must have a legal copy of Windows on your computer. The installation program 
does a check for Genuine Windows validation. The software runs on XP, Vista and Win 7 

Continued on the next page. 

mailto:gcoy@woh.rr.com
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operating systems (OS). However, I have only been using it on Win 7.  
 MSE does sound as though it must be a resource hog to be able to carry out all of 
these functions. But the testing results I have seen show minimal eqect on overall com-
puter operation. Yes, there is reduction in the speed of processing web pages, e–mail, 
etc., when using the real–time protection. But compared to other software carrying out 
the same functions, the diqerence in speed is insignimcant and really wouldn’t be no-
ticed by most users. The only place where MSE seems to fall down is on hard disk 
scans. There I have seen reports of initial complete scanning taking from 8 all the way 
to 24 hours! I have done both a Quick Scan and a Full scan of my hard drive, about 50 
GB of data on a 140 GB partition. The Quick Scan was done in less than 2 minutes. The 
full scan took about 25 minutes. [My own hard drive, like that of Dr. Lewis, is a relatively 
small one of 140 GB. MSE takes about 4 hours fully to scan it. A “Quick Scan,” however, 

only takes about 5 minutes. —Editor] So from my perspective, on my system, the scan-
ning time is not excessive. I have used other malware checkers that have taken over an 
hour to accomplish a complete scan on the same drive. 
 If you want to install this application, the mrst step is to download MSE from Mi-
crosoft’s Web site (http://www.microsoft.com/security_essentials/?mkt=en-us). This 
page has the download link for the MSI mle which can be run automatically after 
downloading by selecting ―Run‖ instead of ―Save.‖ If you have questions about the in-
stallation, Microsoft has a video showing all the steps involved. Once the installation is 
complete, the opening screen shows the current status of your protection and the date 
of the last update for the malware demnitions. It also shows you the settings related to 
scanning your hard drive. From this page you can do a manual scan of your drive. The  
Update tab on the top of the page 
takes you to a page where you can 
manually update the malware demni-
tions. MSE will automatically 
download updates when you are run-
ning Windows and are connected to 
the Internet. However, it may not 
occur immediately on connection. So 
if it has been some time since you 
connected to the Internet you may 
want to manually download the 
demnitions. 
 The Settings page, shown (see 
Figure 1, next page), is one where you 
can mostly accept the default values. 
One you will probably want to 
change is the timing of the automatic 
scan. MSE defaults to midnight on on 

Continued on the next page. 

http://www.microsoft.com/security_essentials/?mkt=en-us
mailto:George@GeorgeKeen.com
mailto:George@GeorgeKeen.com
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day, Sunday I think. 
You will probably 
want to change this 
to a time when you 
know that your com-
puter will be turned 
on.  
     The list on the left 
of the window shows 
the additional set-
tings categories for 
MSE. The ―default  
actions‖ relate to 
what should be done 
with any malware 
detected. The various 
categories of default actions run from low threat to severe. In all cases I have set mine to 
remove the malware. If in doubt as to the eqect on your computer you can set the lower 
threat levels to be quarantined. If you wish to remove a quarantined item later, you can do 
so from the history page. Select ―Quarantined items‖ and you will then be allowed to re-
move all or individual items. You can also opt to restore an item, but this is not likely to be 
a good idea. Read the description of the what the malware’s actions are carefully before de-
ciding to restore it. 
 This next mgure (see Figure 2, next page) shows you the protection being provided by 
MSE. In most cases it is best to leave the default settings so you will get the best protec-
tion. You will note the category for behavior monitoring. This allows MSE scan for possi-
ble malware that is not in its demnitions list. This is referred to as the ―heuristic‖ program-
ming of the software. Any application that seems to be altering the functioning of the oper-
ating system, such as a root kit, should be nagged by this function. This is the only way 
that any anti-malware application can attempt to stay ahead of the malware writers who are 
always coming up with new, more complex schemes for inmltrating your computer. 
 I hope you can see from this quick review of MSE that it is designed to provide a simple 
user interface for a complete protection package. Now more tech–savvy computer users 
might want more control over their anti–
malware protection, but for most users, I think 
this is a good mt — and the price is right. 
 As I mentioned earlier, I have been running 
MSE under Windows 7. This is Microsoft’s best 
operating system yet. I  think this is demon-
strated by the fact that the Win 7 Service Pack 1 
has no really signimcant changes to the basic OS. 
Also, Win 7 

Figure 1: Recommended MSE Settings 

Continued on the next page. 

http://www.whitewatervalleyrr.org/


May 2011                           The Databus                                   Page 7 

does seem to 
be more se-
cure than ear-
lier versions. 
So if you are 
still running 
Vista or 
WinXP, in my 
opinion, you 
should be se-
riously con-
sidering a 
change to 
Win 7. At the 
very least, 
whatever OS 
you are running, be sure to practice ―safe computing‖ by installing MSE. 
[EDITOR’S NOTE: At the risk of being redundant, let me repeat that MSE is best used in con-
junction with a good anti–spyware program. While preparing this issue of THE DATABUS, my 
own machine was corrupted by malware that apparently came as a “toolbar” with a popu-
lar free file compression program. MSE could not clean it out, but Spybot, which I use in 
addition to MSE, did so.] 
 
This article is copyright © 2011 by Brian K. Lewis, Ph.D. All rights reserved. It is also 
published as PDF file on the Lewisfamilypubs.net website.  
Dr. Lewis is a former professor of physiology and has been working with personal computers 
for over 40 years. He may be contacted at bwsail at yahoo.com. 

Figure 2: MSE Protection 

Click anywhere on the DMA Calendar icon 
below to go to the Calendar of Events on 

the main DMA Web site.  

5% Discount to DMA members! 
(Special orders excluded.) 

http://www.p3computers.net/
http://www.dma.org/cgi-bin/webcal.pl
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DMA Membership Application/Renewal 

PLEASE ALLOW UP TO THREE WEEKS FOR APPLICATION PROCESSING AND INTERNET SET–UP 

 
Name: ____________________________________________________________________Birth date:_____/_____/_____ 

                                    mo.    day      year 
 
 
Associate Name: ____________________________________________________________Birth date:_____/_____/_____ 

                                     mo.   day      year 
Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: ___________________________________________________________________ State: ________ Zip: __________ 
 

Phone: (Home) (________) ___________-_____________ (Work) (________) _________–______________x___________ 

 
I wish to have my name and address published in the club roster:     YES     NO  
 
E–mail address: ____________________________________________@________________________________________ 
 

 
Name of DMA member who recruited me: _______________________________________ (only new regular memberships) 

 
Are you a current or recent DMA Member? Yes    No    Change of Address only?  Today’s date: _____/_____/_____ 
 
If you are renewing, please give your Membership Number (from your membership card) _________________________ 

Type of Membership 

 
Application is for: New Membership      Membership Renewal      Associate Membership*  
 
If applying for free student membership, please give school name and student ID number: Available only for students under 22 
years old. (Student Members cannot vote in DMA elections.) 
 

 
School Name: ______________________________________ Student ID#: _______________________________________ 

 
* A family or associate membership is an additional membership for a member of your immediate family or someone else who is 
living in the member’s household. If this is a family or associate membership, give name of regular member:  

 
Dues/Fees (Dues and Fees are subject to change without prior notice): 
 
Membership (one year — New or Renewal)  1.)  $25.00 
 
Family or Associate Membership (must live at same address as regular member)  2.)  $12.50 
 
Free Student Membership for students under 22 yrs of age. (Student Members cannot vote in DMA 
elections.) 3.)  FREE 
 
Please assign me a user ID for E–mail and Usenet news access one–time setup 4.)  $10.00 
fee for new E–mail accounts. 
 
Total — Lines 1 and 2 (+ 4 if checked)                           5) $_____________ 
 
Make your check payable to Dayton Microcomputer Association, Inc. (DMA), and then send the check and application to: 

PO Box 340402, Beavercreek, OH  45434–0402 
DMA Use only: Membership # ___________________  

Exp. Date: __________/_________/______________  

Processed by: _______________________________ 

REV: 21 April 2011 

Cash 

Check 

Check # _____ 

Click here to pay your dues using PayPal. 
Simplified Membership Form, too! 

http://www.dma.org/dma_member_form.html

