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Our Next DMA® General Meeting is

Tuesday, October 25 - 7:30 p.m., at Wright State University
Medical School Auditorium

Scrapbooking / Saving Memories
Guest - Martha Burtenshaw
This month, DMA will host Martha Burtenshaw, the
area Director of Creative memories, a St. Cloud Minn.
company that has it's roots in Yellow Springs Ohio as
parent company Antioch Publishing. Creative Memories
is committed to providing high-quality, responsible
photo storage products, which includes a collection of
photo-safe albums, mounting products and albummaking supplies. Learn how to preserve memories to last
a lifetime, discover new tools and techniques, and learn
ways to get your photos organized.

Center or drag and drop them to a web print provider of
your choice. Use the PrintTrack™ feature to instantly
see which photos have not been printed.
• Archive – The program will prompt and assist you to
backup your images onto CD or DVD. View a Virtual
Tour at: http://snipurl.com/iop7
Note: Be sure and tell the love of your life about this
presentation; she'll certainly want to join you in seeing
this interesting and timely presentation. In the meantime, if you can't wait, you can check out Martha's website http://snipurl.com/iop9

To make it easier to
manage your digital
images, Martha will
demonstrate their
Saving memories should be everybody's business...
newly created Memory
Manager software.
***See additional article on page 7
With Memory Manager you can:
• Organize – Use virtual Power™ Sort
Boxes and folders to categorize all of your photos,
memorabilia, and journaling for quick retrieval.
• Enhance – Crop, adjust color, remove red-eye: you can
do it all with a few simple clicks.
• Print – Print at home using photo package templates,
upload images directly to the Creative Memories Photo
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DMA MEETINGS
The meetings start at 7:30 p.m. Guests are always welcome. Visit us
on the web at www.dma.org or email to info@dma.org for information
or directions.

I-70

Airport

I-75

Springfield

ATTENTION MEMBERS

Dayton
The

Dayton
Location
has
been
Xenia US-35
US-35
changed
for the
I-675
Jefferson St

Warren St

US-68

Our monthly General Meeting consists of a brief opening, SIG and
committee reports, announcements, and a 60-90 minute program by a
guest speaker, followed by door prizes for members. After the meeting
the group adjourns to a local eating establishment to socialize.
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Due to construction difficulties our meeting will be held on the campus
of Wright State University (see map next page.) For last minute announcements always check www.dma.org
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Drawn by Dave Lundy
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DMA®'s Arrow Logo is a trademark, and DMA® & Computerfest® are
registered trademarks of the DAYTON MICROCOMPUTER ASSOCIATION, INC., an Ohio 501c(3) non-profit organization.
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ATTENTION
Different Location in October
Thanks due to DMA Board Secretary, Martin Arbagi… DMA will be meeting in the auditorium of the Medical School on the campus of Wright State in September. (UD is have construction problems)
Please note that University Blvd between Loop Rd and Parking Lot #8 is CLOSED through the Aug. 31st. So we do
not recommend using the rear entrance to the campus (from Kauffman Ave, at the north [top] of the map). If coming
via I-675, get off at the Fairfield Rd Exit, and turn LEFT off the exit ramp if coming up from the south (e.g., from
Kettering or Centerville), turn RIGHT off the ramp if coming from the north (e.g., Springfield -- ). Fairfield Rd
dead-ends into the WSU campus, but to avoid the Nutter Center (called the "Nut House" locally), turn left and go to
the main entrance. WSU is on the #13 and #1 bus lines, with service to 9:45 PM. As WSU will not be in session,
we don't anticipate any problems, but please check www.dma.org for last minute announcements. To see more maps
of the campus go to: http://www.wright.edu/aboutwsu/maps/
Main Campus Area
Visitors to main campus may park in visitor lots 2, 6, or 16 (shaded grey) for an hourly fee. Parking areas shaded
green are permit-only lots. For more parking information, visit the Web site: http://www.wright.edu/admin/parking/

SEE “PARKING RESTRICIONS” BELOW
For an “active” version of the map below visit http://www.wright.edu/aboutwsu/maps/map_bw1.html
Once at the web page… Click on a building for a photo and more information.
CA Creative Arts Center
DL Paul Laurence Dunbar Library
FH Fawcett Hall
MH Millett Hall
MS Medical School
SU Student Union
RC Russ Engineering Center
Parking Restrictions
Wright State University will not be in session
when we have our August meeting there. When
school is not in session, parking regulations are
lightly (or not) enforced. In general, you can
park with relatively little risk where you wish
except for zones designated as follows:
“No Parking” (duh!),
“Handicapped Parking” (unless you have a
Handicapped license plate or sticker on your
vehicle),
“University Vehicles Only,” or
“Reserved.” (Reserved parking spaces have a
brown sign in front of them designating them as
such.)
This does not apply to DMA meetings—even meetings held after 5 p.m.— held at
WSU when classes are in session.
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The DataBus is published monthly by the
Dayton Microcomputer Association, Inc.
(DMA®).
The deadline for submitting material is the
first Monday of the month of publication.
Submit files to the editors (Editor@dma.org)
by “attaching” them to email in one of the
following formats: (in order of preference)
MS Word, Wordperfect, or .TXT (with line
breaks). The editors reserve the right to edit
for clarity, length & style, and to hold or
reject any portions of submitted copy.
Advertisements and want ads are accepted for
publication. Non-commercial credit-card size
ads are free to DMA® members. Commercial
Credit-card size ads are $15.00 per issue for
members. Our circulation is targeted to
computer users, technicians, & IT Managers,
and is currently 800 copies. To receive more

information about advertising, please contact
our Editors at: The DataBus, P.O. Box 4005,
Dayton, OH 45401-4005 or email to: Editor@dma.org.
Permission is granted to non-profit
organizations to reprint or quote any material
contained herein (except that which is
copyrighted elsewhere) provided credit is
given to the author, Dayton Microcomputer
Association, Inc. & The DataBus. The Editors request that when reprinting material
from The DataBus you forward a copy of the
reprint to the Editors.

Microcomputer Association, Inc. This issue
was composed using Microsoft Publisher
2003 DMA®'s Arrow Logo is a trademark,
and DMA® & Computerfest® are registered
trademarks of the Dayton Microcomputer
Association, Inc., an Ohio 501c(3) non-profit
organization.

The opinions expressed in any article or
column are those of the individual author(s)
and do not represent an official position of, or
endorsement by, The Dayton Microcomputer
Assn., Inc. Nameplate and Logo created by
Bob Kwater, all rights reserved, The Dayton

Best User Group Coverage
- Large Newsletters,
‘98 & ‘99

The DataBus Staff
Editor:

Bob Kwater

Calendar Editor:
Proof-Readers:

Dave Lundy
(937) 426-1132
Carol Ewing and Susan Kendall

(937) 671-6975

Editor@dma.org
kwaterb@dma.org
lundyd@dma.org

DMA® SIGs
DMA® sponsors numerous Special Interest
Groups (SIGs) catering to the individual interests of its members.
Want to start a new SIG? Contact a DMA®
Officer or Trustee!
Amateur Radio SIG meets the 1st Tuesday of
each month, 7:00 p.m. at 119 Valley St. Contact
George Ewing, (937) 667-3259 ewingg@dma.org

Digital Textiles SIG is currently in hiatus.
Gaming SIG meets monthly at the DMA Lanparty held at 119 Valley St. Contact David
Neely nherzhul@hotmail.com or Frank
McClain sonicboom86@aol.com for more information.
Genealogy/Family History SIG meets the 4th
Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at 119
Valley St. Contact Darlene Sye via email at
genelady@gemair.com

Apple-Dayton SIG meets the 3rd Monday of
each month at 7:00 p.m. at the Wayne Booster
Center, 5367 Fishburg Rd, Huber Heights.
Contact Keith Ciriegio, (937) 773-0676 keithc@ Hands-On-SIG meets 2nd Tues. and 4th
gemair.com or see www.dma.org/appledaytonsig Wednesday of each month, 7:00 p.m. at 119
Valley St. Contact George Ewing, (937) 667Classic Computer SIG meets 1st and 3rd Satur- 3259 ewingg@dma.org
day. of each moth. 3:00 p.m. at the Sugar
Grove Church. Contact Gary Ganger, (937)
Software Development SIG meets 2nd Thurs849-1483 gangerg@dma
day each month at 6:30 p.m. at 119 Valley St.
SIG leader: Keith Wire (419) 634-3650 kwire@
eim-inc.com Program Coordinator: Mark ErComputers, the Market and Money SIG is
baugh (740) 845-1877 mark@microenh.com
currently in hiatus and looking for a new SIG
More information: Dale Childs (937) 276-3786
Leader. For information contact Gary Turner
dalechilds@earthlink.net
turnerg@dma.org
Digital Photography SIG meets 1st Thursday
of each month, 7:00 p.m. at Wright State University. Contact Nancy Christolear, (937) 439-1735
njc@dma.org or see www.dma.org/photosig

Linux SIG meets the 3rd Thursday of each
month at 7:00 p.m. in Wright State’s Russ Engineering Center. Contact Tony Snyder, (937)
275-7913 www.dma.org/linuxsig

Perl Mongers meets 2nd Wednesday each
month at 7:00 p.m. at 119 Valley St. Contact
Paul Alhquist pea@ahlquist.org or see
http://dayton.pm.org
Venture Scouts are currently in hiatus. Contact Ron Schwartz, (937) 434-2144 schwartr@
gemair.comfor more information.
Pizza SIG - The unofficial snack or meal of the
computer enthusiast is enjoyed following each
DMA® General Mtg. at CiCi’s Pizza, 3050
South Dixie Drive at Dorothy Lane (southeast
corner, in the former Hills & Dales shopping
center). Open to all, it is the “Pizza SIG”.
Come join us!
More SIG information is available online at
www.dma.org/sigs.shtml.
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WSU Parking Permits Offered
—Parking at Wright State University—
Our October, and November
meetings, as most of you know, will take
place at Wright State University because
the facilities we usually use at the University of Dayton are temporarily unavailable.
The November meeting presents
no parking problem, since WSU is not in
session and most parking regulations are
not enforced.
WSU has agreed to issue temporary parking permits for the regular meetings on October 25. These permits cost
two dollars each and are good for the entire fall. In other words, two bucks gets
you a parking pass for all three meetings
in September and October. The alternative
is to take a chance and park illegally.
Here’s how to obtain the parking
permit:

Prior to the meeting, write
“DMA” prominently on an ordinary 8½ X
11" sheet of paper. Stick it in your windshield wiper.
When you get to the meeting, fill
out an application at the front desk in the

DMA

against the WSU student and employee
data base.
Not going to a meeting? Lend
your tag to someone who is.
If UD is unavailable in the winter
and we continue meeting at WSU, you’ll
need to spend $2 for another temporary
permit.
Although parking regulations are
not enforced as stringently after 5:00 p.m.,
there is some enforcement. Two dollars is
cheap insurance.

lobby of the Medical School when you
pick up your raffle ticket. Pay your $2 at
that time. We’ll have hang tags for you.
You cannot get the permit if you
are a WSU student, faculty, or staff member! You should have your own parking
pass. All applications will be checked

Holiday Dinner … Get Your Tickets Now
By Jim Ullom
Happy Holidays =
Good Food
Good Conversation
Good Friends & Good Times
Yes there will be door-prizes
and

In the past, there have been some concerns
about the venue, menu, and drink selections.
We hope to alleviate those concerns by changing to a more upscale venue, with a much improved menu. The Presidential Banquet Center
should fill all of those requirements nicely. In
addition, our old friend Sherrie Pruitt, who
formerly ran the hospitality room at Hara
Arena, will be handling all of the arrangements
for our banquet. It promises to be fun evening!

Maybe a surprise or two...
For the evening meal, we will have our choices
of a buffet style menu:
The annual DMA Holiday Party will be held on
Wednesday, December 7th, at the beautiful
Presidential Banquet Center, 4572 Presidential
Way, in Kettering. (
www.kohlercatering.net/pres.htm ) Social hour
(cash bar for those wishing / needing an attitude
adjustment prior to dining) will begin at 6:00
PM, with dinner being served at 7:00 PM.
Please click on the "Directions" tab for detailed,
turn-by-turn directions from your location to
the Presidential Banquet Center.

The Salads will include:
Fresh Garden tossed salad, a fresh vegetable
tray with dip, and a fresh fruit bowl with strawberries on the side.
And the Desserts will consist of a selection of:
Assorted pies, cakes, cookies, and ice cream.

The price will for this lovely holiday meal will
only be $25.00 per person: plan and join us for
an wonderful evening. (not to mention some
wonderful gifts that were delivered earlier by
Santa !)

The buffet style menu will feature 3 entrees:
Roast Prime Rib of Beef (carved on site),
Baked Spring Chicken Breast with a fine Herb
sauce, and Baked Filet of Sole in Lemon Butter
Almondine.

The vegetable selection will include:

So be sure to bring your spouse, girlfriend,
boyfriend, or significant other (but not all three,
please; you remember what happened the last
time!) and join us for an evening of fine food,
good friends, and great fellowship. We're looking forward to seeing you there!

Au Gratin potatoes and California blend vegetaTickets can be purchased at the general meeting
bles.
or contact Gary Turner.
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Club Purpose and Membership
Th e D a y t o n M i c r o c o m p u t e r Assn., Inc. (DMA®) is an Ohio non-profit organization dedicated to the education of, and providing
information to, microcomputer users and the general public. DMA® members use and own a wide variety of computers and possess
various levels of computer experience.
Annual dues are $25 for regular members, which includes a subscription to The DataBus newsletter, and $12.50 for associate members living at the
same address. Associate memberships must run concurrently with a regular membership. A membership application is located on page 23, or can also
be downloaded from our web site: www.dma.org.

OTAP Recycles Computers
The Ohio Technology Access Project is a
501c(3) non-profit organization. This all
volunteer group of devoted people generously give of their special talents & skills.

then teach other volunteers machine inspection, testing, diagnostics, as well as adjustment and repair techniques.

OTAP puts donated computers into the
hands of people with handicaps, limitations,
challenges and special needs--and provides
computers to institutions which serve the
needs of these individuals.

After these donated computers are put into
working order, they are then provided "as
is" to qualified individuals and institutions
which request them. Very basic, free, computer instruction follows some computer
distribution.

DMA®

If you would like to learn more about

volunteers gather computers and

OTAP, please set your browser to
www.otap.org Computer donations are taxdeductible and to date, more than 4000
computers have been distributed by OTAP.

If you or your organization wish to donate
or receive used equipment, or if you would
like to volunteer, please call (937) 222-2755
or email otap@dma.org.

DMA GENEALOGY SIG VISITS FT. WAYNE
By J. M. "Jay" Finley
Dayton Members Search for Roots…
Dayton -- Members of the DMA Genealogy
SIG visited the Allen County Public Library's
Genealogy Resource Center on 23-24 of July
2005. Members were awed by the immensity
of the size of the holdings which occupy the
entire third floor. This is the largest public
genealogy facility in the United States, and
second only to the Mormon Genealogy Facility in Salt Lake City, UT.
For those who have not had the opportunity
to experience a visit to "Genealogical
Heaven", we are talking about a room approximating a football field in size, it is over
100 yards long. Its collections grow daily
from contributions nationally and internationally. Presently there are over 300,000 hard
copy volumes of documents and over
314,000 items on microfilm/microfiche.
Among the records are 50,000 volumes of
compiled genealogies, 50,000 city directories
(Polk), passengers lists, military records,

200,000 printed volumes of U.S. genealogy
and local history publications, important
manuscript collections and reprint series of
regional or national scope, records of Native
Americans,
African-Americans, Canadians, the British
Isles, and other countries. In addition, these
archives are enhanced by 100's of periodicals
and online databases.
Important on-line genealogical sources are
available in the department as well as
audio-cassettes and videos. More than one
dozen instructional videos are available for
in-house patron use. More than 1400 taped
lectures on genealogical research methodology delivered at national and regional conferences are available for patrons to check out.
And finally, the Genealogy Department's
holdings are enhanced by the library's other
significant collections of biographical
sources, government documents, legal references, Native American first hand accounts
and early American travel and exploration
accounts.

Time ran short; members just barely
scratched the surface of the resources available in only 14 hours of searching. A return
trip is likely before the end of the year. This
trip was arranged and set-up by the SIG
leader, Ms Darlene Sye, who coordinated
everything beautifully.
But, saving the best news for last, the group
toured the new facility being built for the
library about four blocks north -- it is a multistoried building encompassing a whole city
block. How awesome will that be? This
facility is due to be completed in about one
year. The Genealogy Center will continue to
be part of the Allen County Public Library as
it moves to its new home. It is estimated that
the Center will be twice as large and able to
handle twice as many researchers, which will
probably be needed to handle the growing
crowds of researchers brought to Ft. Wayne
by the advertising campaign that will surely
be mounted for the crown jewel in Ft. Wayne
that is the Genealogy Center.
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Scrapbooking Hobby/Craft Rescues MemoriesBy Gabe Goldberg
APCUG Advisor; Columnist, AARP Computers & Technology Website
If you've collected a box of unorganized
pictures; if you're falling behind in preserving your and your family's memories; if your photos suffer from being
folded, fading, cracking, and being
badly mounted -- the hobby and craft of
"scrapbooking" can get you organized
and preserve/share your memorabilia.
>>>>>
As a baby boomer, I'm hardly unusual in
having a large box of photographs in my
closet. Also likely common is my photos'
diversity: fading Polaroid baby pictures,
travel shots, family gathering commemorations, images of people and places I can't
identify, some professional photography, and
quite a lot of etc. In addition, I have a few
photo albums -- created when my parents
thought I was cute and when I worked to
record and remember vacations.
But the years have generated a lot of unorganized pictures, and I'm falling further behind in making sense of them. Worse, the
photographs suffer from improper storage:
being folded, fading, cracking, sticking together. Even the ones supposedly preserved
in albums are being damaged by invisible
hazards.
An antidote to my generation's mistreating
photographs and neglecting family histories
may be "scrapbooking". This inclusive term
can mean anything from arranging pictures in
scrapbooks (what albums are called when
they contain pictures) to using computers.
Whether high- or low-tech, it includes rescuing pictures from hostile environments. Oldstyle photo albums with adhesive corners or
sticky pages can damage pictures. Scrapbookers use acid-free archival-quality paper
and supplies (photo-safe adhesives and pens),
aiming to produce material that lasts for generations.
Some people come to scrapbooking with
organized materials, with pictures already
sorted and documented. Others are in my
camp, with a chaotic and ever-growing stash
of family snapshots. Either way -- and especially if starting from scratch -- there's a fleeting opportunity for this, as memories and
generations are lost.

I'm told that most scrapbookers are women,
many of whom start as girls, assembling
books about friends and activities, then continue as young mothers recording their childrens' growth, and as grandmothers making
scrapbooks about their extended and extending families. But technology also draws men
into the hobby, especially with improving
capabilities and lowering costs of digital
equipment such as scanners, cameras, and
printers. Pixifun's [ http://pexagontech.com/
pixifun/ ] child- and budget-friendly kits for
creating keyrings/magnets/stickers/badges/
CDs include software and parts for creating
instant photo keepsakes.
Scrapbookers develop unique styles and personalities, matching goals and resources
available. Some keep things simple, using
pictures, decorations, and a little labeling to
tell visual stories. These scrapbooks are great
for documenting oral history and reminiscing.
They can follow themes such as genealogy,
school events, family milestones, travel, etc.
Beyond pictures, scrapbooks can contain
anything meaningful, such as mementos,
postcards, clippings, cartoons, tickets, etc.
This can be supplemented by decorations
made with tools such as circle-cutout tools,
edge scissors, and lettering stencil templates;
accessories including colored and patterned
pages, border trims, themed stick-ons; and
stamped images. Some enjoy feeling connected to the past by producing final works
from physical memorabilia rather than working with images.
Scrapbookers call telling a narrative story
"journaling", finding this a way to create
meaningful and long-lasting collections. Examples are keeping chronological scrapbooks
of and for family and children, and creating
time-capsules for events such as the new
millennium. Pages can combine photos, captions, and decorative material so that each
tells a visually appealing story. Alternatively,
some people build pages with
single images surrounded by cutouts, stickers, decals, lace, etc. -- less interested in telling a story than creating a picture. There's no
rulebook, no single right way to scrapbook!
Scrapbooks can be wonderful gifts, conveying connections and feelings beyond those of
any store bought gift. A dedicated scrap-

booker I know is happy that her children will
be able to leave home with their own history
books.
Higher-tech approaches include using a digital camera or scanning original images into
computer files, using photo-editing software
to improve their visual characteristics or create effects such as the antique look, creating
photo-montages blending multiple scenes,
and producing "scrapbooks" on printed
pages, CDs, or the Web. This technique
protects precious -- and often fragile -- records, while allowing viewing and handling
easily recreated digital replicas. And we've
all seen "mini-scrapbooks" produced by technology: photo collages used as family holiday
cards. Digital technology lends itself to producing multiple scrapbook copies -- for wedding guests, for example, or even as
commercial ventures.
Techno-scrapbookers often use Adobe
[ www.adobe.com ] Photoshop Elements and
Photoshop software products; the vendor
features kid- and adult-friendly tutorials.
Click the link and search for "scrapbook".
Other popular software includes Corel photo
products [ www.corel.com ], Macromedia
Dreamweaver [ www.macromedia.com ], and
Pinnacle Systems Studio 8
[ www.pinnaclesys.com ]. As photo capture/
editing/printing demands increase, so do
hardware requirements. One 20-year veteran
scrapbooker
suggests a flatbed scanner with minimum 600
ppi (pixels per inch) without interpolation; a
slide scanner for negatives and slides; 80 GB
hard drive; 512 MB RAM or more; high-end
graphics card with expandable non-shared
memory; CD/DVD burner and minimum P4
processor. She uses a multimedia PC, digital
camera, and camcorder to go beyond photo
basics, adding design touches like antique
finish and repairing defects such as
tears and scratches.
Useful resource sites are Scrapbooking
Top50 [ www.scrapbookingtop50.com ],
Stamping Top50
[ www.stampingtop50.com ], and Digital
Scrapbooking
(Continued on page 8)
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BayOne Extreme - Helpful Desktop Add-on
By Dan Woodward, DMA member
For the past year or two, I have looked with
envy at all of the front panel connections
sprouting from the anterior of many of the retail
PC’s I’ve seen for sale. This is because I’ve
always wanted a quick and easy way to hook up
a portable sound source to the front. Lately, as
floppy drives go the way of the dinosaur and
are replaced by flash media, I have wanted an
internal reader/writer for those as well. While
browsing the web, I chanced upon the Soyo
BayOne Extreme, going for a little over $10
each with shipping, and decided to take a
chance on it.
When the BayOne Extreme arrived, about half
of the box was taken up with the actual drive
bay, and the other half had miscellaneous cables. There was a rather scant installation guide included, which thankfully had pretty good photos of the
connections. The drive bay itself had
an intriguing button marked “push”,
so I had to try it out right away.
When I did so, the entire card reader
portion pushed out and away from the
rest, revealing the internal USB
hookup on the back. This feature
allows users to transfer their flash
card data to any other system which
has a USB port. There was also a tiny
bag with installation screws, an audio
connector cable and two bundled
connector cables for hooking the
BayOne Extreme up to the internal
USB pin headers on the motherboard.
The box didn’t have any sort of driver
disk, evidently because drivers are only necessary when running under Windows ‘98. It did,
however, have a link to the website for those
who might need the driver.

There are two potential downsides to this
model, which probably explains why it has
become available cheaply. ($7 each as of this
writing) The front panel audio connectors are a
bit difficult to hook up, primarily because they
use an Intel motherboard sound connector.
When Soyo designed the BayOne Extreme,
they probably thought this type of connector
would become an industry standard. It didn’t.
If your motherboard is around 2 years old, however, you may luck out and find that this type of
connector is indeed included, as it was on my
Biostar M7VIT-Pro.
If your motherboard is older than two years,
you may not have the internal 9 pin

Although I searched far and wide, this seemed
to be the only USB add-on card available that
has the internal USB pin headers.
Connecting the cables, although it took about
half an hour to double check everything, went
quite well. I turned the system back on, it detected the hardware, and it was up and running.
I tested it out with a couple of different SD
cards, a USB based SD card reader, and a 1GB
Sandisk Cruzer Mini. I found that the data
transfer rates seem to depend on the speed and
quality of the flash media itself. For example, I
had a couple of SD cards, and it averaged 50
seconds to write 27 MB of data to each. Transferring the same data to the Sandisk Cruzer
took barely 4 seconds!
Several in depth reviews online have mentioned that this product also supports the
new xD card format. While I was unable
to personally verify this, the Smart Media
slot also looks exactly like the Smart Media/xD slot on the front of my new Compaq Presario. The box also mentions
“future memory card” support.
Summary: The Soyo BayOne is definitely
a bargain, though the front audio panels
may not be useful to you. Being able to
access flash cards as simply as inserting a
floppy into a drive is wonderful, especially
since under Windows XP it was all driver
free.

(technically, 2 rows of 5 pins each, with 1 missing) USB headers needed to support all of the
features of this product. If so, I would suggest
the Koutech PU221 PCI USB card for about $8.

•
•

computers, and is copyrighted by AARP. All
rights are reserved; it may be reproduced,
downloaded, disseminated, or transferred, for
single use, or by nonprofit organizations for
educational purposes, with attribution to
AARP. It should be unchanged and this paraPeople discover scrapbooking by accident or
graph included. Please e-mail Gabe Goldberg at
design -- some take classes at community colgabe@gabegold.com when you use it, or for
leges or recreation departments, others discover permission to excerpt or condense.
commercial sites such as Creative Memories
There is no restriction against any non-profit
[ www.creativememories.com ] or see friends'
group using this article as long as it is kept in
scrapbooks. Whether your taste runs to scissors
context with proper credit given the author.
or scanner, paper album or CD, narrative or
The Editorial Committee of the Association of
decorative scrapbooks -- get out those picture
Personal Computer User Groups (APCUG), an
boxes and preserve those memories!
international organization of which this group
This article originated on AARP's Computers
is a member, brings this article to you.
and Technology Web site, www.aarp.org/

•

(Continued from page 7)

[ www.digitalscrapbookplace.com ]. Stores
frequently mentioned are Michael's and Craft
Country.

•
•
•
•

Rating: 9 out of 10
Requirements: Win ‘98+, 4 internal USB
pin headers, Intel motherboard sound connector
Reviewed: Athlon XP 2800+, 512 MB
RAM, 128 MB video, Win XP
Best Price:
BayOne Extreme: $7 at computergeeks.com (fits in 5.25" bay, 3 USB ports,
+ sound)
Detailed Specifications:
www.soyogroup.com/products/select.php?
producttype=Sigma%20Box
Hooking up front audio to any sound card:
www.miim.com/pcbughunter/projects/
bayone/
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Netiquette Equals Friendly Online Neighborhoods
By Gabe Goldberg
APCUG Advisor; Columnist, AARP Computer & Technology Website,
Etiquette -- proper behavior in various situations -- has concerned humans through the ages.
Google [ www.google.com ] turns up references to early telephone manners, proper Medieval-era knightly behavior, and how shells
and sharp stones became today's knives and
forks (and, of course, which hand to hold them
in).
Though the Internet became generally accessible about ten years ago, academics and researchers had used it for decades before that.
Just as civilization accommodated sudden widespread automobile and telephone usage, developing common practices (stop for red lights,
answer telephones with "Hello"), new online
technologies created the need for corresponding
innovations in manners.
Called Netiquette ('Net + etiquette), the new
discipline really just requires using old manners
in a new setting. But since going online is like
traveling to another country, a guidebook is
useful.
The first and simplest chapter is simply "Follow
the golden rule" [ en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Ethic_of_Reciprocity ]: Treat people online
with the same courtesy you expect. Without
normal conversational cues such as body language, facial expression, and tone of voice, it's
easy to misunderstand someone's meaning. You
may remember Emily Litella on classic Saturday Night Live television, mishearing the need

to reduce TV violence as "eliminating violins". Accept and cheerfully answer questions asked
Even stranger miscommunication occurs online, by people newly online -- remember that we all
started with basics. Interesting e-mail tips are
so give others the benefit of the doubt.
available at places like Writers Write
[ www.writerswrite.com/journal/dec99/
Out-of-control ranting is sometimes called
pirillo1.htm ], Emailreplies.com
"flaming". Before responding angrily, consider
[ www.emailreplies.com/ ], and Yale University
how you'd react to receiving the note you're
Library [ www.library.yale.edu/training/
about to send. Remember that once sent, e-mail
netiquette/ ].
and other online communications take on a life
of their own, being forever retrievable with
your name attached. And asking "Did you
Not all tips are "Don't"!
mean..." can avoid having to give Emily
Litella's trademark "Never mind" if your inter- If you receive multiple replies to a question you
pretation was off target. Replying calmly often ask online, it's advisable -- this will make peogets a conversation back on track without any- ple love you -- to summarize answers for everyone else who saw the question. Be careful with
one suffering a "flame war", an unproductive
humor: what's obvious and sidesplitting to you
exchange of angry notes.
may baffle or annoy someone else. When appropriate, and sparingly, use "smileys" -- symE-mail is likely the most commonly addressed bols like ;-) -- to show that you're not serious.
And if you receive what seems to be an unlikely
Netiquette area. Searching Google for email +
netiquette provides an encyclopedia of advice, rumor, do the sender a favor by checking it out
some general, some for personal use, and much at a site like snopes.com [www.snopes.com]
for business settings. Common tips are DON'T and reporting what you find.
USE ALL CAPITAL LETTERS (it's hard to
read and is considered "shouting"); be brief; use
The Netiquette Home Page [ www.albion.com/
meaningful subject lines; quote just enough
netiquette/ ] is an entertaining and informative
from what you're answering to provide useful
reference. It notes that Netiquette covers both
context; don't forward to everyone you know
common courtesy online and informal cyberjokes, rumors, hoaxes, chain letters, charity
appeals, and such, even if an arriving note tells space "rules of the road". The site lists and
you to do so; don't send "Me too" notes to dis- explains rules with friendly illustrations. It's
interesting that not only do the rules all agree
cussion lists; don't send attachments without
with that Golden Rule mentioned earlier,
getting the recipient's permission; send plain
they're often different ways of giving the same
text e-mail unless all your addressees prefer
HTML-format; etc.
(Continued on page 22)

You are also welcome to attend the
monthly mini-lan the begins immediately
after this meeting to play or observe.

Attention:
To A Good Home…
Historical Equipment

Commodore 128

Dayton LanFest 6

Complete with monitor and
software

Kick Off Meeting: Oct 29th 2pm 119 Valley Street.

Contact OTAP :

DLF 5 with over 200 attendees and sponsorship provided by Intel… was deemed a
success. It is time now to think of the future event(s). If you wish to get involved.
You are welcome to attend the Kick Off
meeting on Oct 29th at 119 Valley Street
and listen in to what is being planned.

(937) 222-2755 or
otap@dma.org

I will keep you updated as we make progress in bringing on sponsors and other
items. If anyone has any sponsor ideas or
contacts please feel free to forward them to
me and I will get in touch with them.
Thank you for your attention.
Gaston Brown
Chairman DLF 6
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Legal Bytes: Trolling for Wi-Fi - Is It Legal?

by John Brewer

Computer Club of Oklahoma City eMonitor
Local area networking has experienced a
profound change in recent years. Wired networks are still the norm but wireless networking is popular at homes and businesses.
There are several issues worthy of exploration regarding this topic and this column will
explore these issues in some detail in this and
future columns. One issue is the legality of
accessing an “open” wireless network and
the other issue is the necessity to protect a
wireless network.
Wikipedia states that “wardriving” involves
the use of an automobile and a Wi-Fiequipped computer, such as a laptop or a
PDA, to detect Wi-Fi wireless networks. It is
also known as "WiLDing" (Wireless Lan
Driving), originating in the U.S. with the Bay
Area Wireless Users Group (BAWUG). It is
similar to using a scanner for radio. Many
wardrivers use GPS devices to measure the
location of the network, find and log it on a
website. For better range, antennas are built
or bought, and vary from omnidirectional to
highly directional. Software for wardriving is
freely available on the Internet, notably,
NetStumbler for Windows, KisMac for Macintosh, and Kismet for Linux.
Wardrivers make identification and access of
wireless networks a sport, but is the sport
legal? Is there a clear-cut answer or does it
depend on the facts?
A recent Florida case provides some guidance. A Florida man, sitting in his SUV and
using a laptop, was accessing wireless networks in a residential neighborhood. The St.
Petersburg Times reported the matter and
made the observation that “a drive through
downtown St. Petersburg shows how porous
networks can be. In less than five minutes, a
Times reporter with a laptop found 14 wireless access points, six of which were wide
open. I'll guarantee there are tons of people
out there who have their wireless network
being exploited but have no idea. And as we
see more people utilizing wireless, we'll see
more people being victimized." The Florida
man was indicted and convicted.
“Wireless fidelity, or ‘Wi-Fi,’ has enjoyed
prolific growth since catching on in 2000.
More than 10-million U.S. homes are
equipped with routers that transmit highspeed Internet to computers using radio signals. The signals can extend 200 feet or
more, giving people the ability to use the
Web in the back yard of his Crescent Heights

home, but also reaching the house next door,
or the street.”

Enable WEP. Make sure you use the largest
WEP key size that the equipment supports.

The expansion of Wi-Fi hot spots is part of
this phenomenon. With a wireless-capable
laptop, it is possible to access the Internet at
places called “hot spots,” and they are everywhere. Some charge for access but many
provide free access. There is an inherent risk
in this technology. The router that provides
the wireless access point has an identifiable
internet protocol (IP) address. Anyone accessing the Internet through that router will
appear to be authorized to use that IP address. Someone with a nefarious intent can
create a possible legal nightmare for the person responsible for that IP address. The ability to look through the IP address and identify the computer behind the DHCP server is
more difficult.

Change the SSID (Service Set Identifier) to
something non-descriptive. Do not give a
name, address, or any other useful information to potential hackers. Do not use the default SSID.

An emerging threat is the "evil twin" attack.
A person with the proper equipment sets up a
local hot spot and overpowers the Wi-Fi
network. Any computer user who accesses
the bogus Wi-Fi network is then at risk by
the evil twin. The Wall Street Journal has
reported an evil twin setup at a technology
conference in London. Hackers set up evil
twins that infected other computers with
viruses and gathered information on the users.

Update the firmware and drivers on access
points and wireless cards. It is always wise to
use the latest firmware and drivers on access
points and wireless cards. Manufacturers
commonly fix known issues, security holes,
and enable new features with these updates.

It is apparent that security is an important
issue in a wireless network. The original
standard was called WEP (wired equivalent
privacy). WEP is a form of encryption, but
the level of encryption is relatively weak. An
improved form of encryption for wireless
networks uses AES (advanced encryption
standard). AES is strong encryption.
There are ethical issues in accessing a wireless network unless one has specific authority. Is it similar to a form of electronic trespass? Does it constitute a form of theft from
the internet service provider? One can argue
both sides of these questions easily.
The next column will investigate the legal
issues of these questions in more depth. In
the interim, owners of wireless networks
should consider the security of their networks. Improvements can be made to the
wireless network fairly easily. A company by
the name of Force Field Wireless has some
excellent suggestions regarding wireless
security. See www.forcefieldwireless.com.
Some of the tips are:

Change the default password(s) on the access
point. The default passwords of most network equipment are well known and could
allow an intruder to gain access to the access
point.
Disable Broadcast SSID. If the access point
supports "closed system" or allows one to
"disable broadcast SSID," use this feature.
This will make the network essentially invisible to almost all scanning methods.

Enable MAC-based filtering. This feature
limits access to unique wireless cards. Turn
off access points when not in use.
Try to position access points in the center of
the house or building. This will minimize the
signal leak outside of its intended range.
Prudent use of security features in a wireless
network can prevent misfortune.
John Brewer practices law in Oklahoma
City, is a member of the Governor’s and
Legislative Task Force for E-Commerce, and
enjoys issues relating to eBusiness and cyberspace. Comments and questions are welcome and can be emailed to
johnb@jnbrewer.com.
In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section
107, this material is distributed without profit
to those who have expressed a prior interest
in receiving the included information for
research and educational purposes. The article may contain sources for content as attributed within the article.
.
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Are You Ready for the 2006 Analog TV Backout?
By Marvin Ganote
DMA© member
Hardware Review:
MIT MyHD MDP 120 High-Definition Decoder ATSC Tuner PCI Card
Marvin graduated as an EE from the University of Cincinnati with a MBA from Oklahoma
City University. His first computer was a Radio Shack model 100. Then came the Amiga
1000, and finally he moved into the IBM compatible world. He wrote early business software in Pascal and Cobalt. He is now an Adjunct Professor at the University of Dayton
teaching Computer Applications. Contact him
at ganotemd@dma.org.
In 2002 some Dayton stations started to broadcast in digital. I wanted to add this capability
to my computer. I had been using an analog
TV card for years and I bought an early combined analog/digital card by AccessTV. I put it
in my PC to which I just added a 17” LCD
monitor. Once you have seen digital and High
Definition TV (HDTV) (ATSC) you never
want to go back to analog (regular TV)
(NTSC). It worked fine but had two major
problems. It recorded encrypted transport
stream, which meant it could only be played
back on that particular card. And it had no
remote. It did prove that digital TV is more
than nice. When all the Dayton stations started
getting their digital transmitters online, I
wanted a card that acted more like a full TV.
This is when I bought the MyHD MDP-120
Digital and Analog TV card. It had all the
features I wanted plus it would record unencrypted transport streams.

near HDTV should not be purchased. It has a loop-back cable to connect the MDP-120
card to your video card and then use your
about half the HDTV resolution.)
video card monitor cable from the MDP-120
card to your monitor or HDTV. The second is
The MDP-120 is a Korean card that works to direct connect the MDP-120 card to your
with no fuss, if you follow the simple install monitor or HDTV. The first allows you to
instructions. It has the following major fea- watch full-screen TV on your monitor. The
tures:
second does not. I use the first method. I can
not see any visible difference in picture quality
between them. The MDP-120 allows an extra
MDP-120 Overview
cost DVI-D daughter card to be added so you
• MDP-120 is a PCI-based card for enjoying
can use the DVI connection on your monitor. I
both Digital and Analog TV on a PC at a low
still don’t see any visual difference. You can
cost.
• MDP-120 receives ATSC, NTSC and Cable use both an antenna and cable sources. Your
cable supplier needs to send you digital and
TV programs
HDTV of course.
• MDP-120 can display the programs on an
existing PC monitor and/or a high quality HD
display monitor.
• MDP-120 also supports record and playback
of HD broadcasting programs. (MPEG-2
Transport Steam)
• MDP-120 allows external devices like VCRs
and analog camcorders to be connected.
Main Features
• Receives digital TV(ATSC), analog TV
(NTSC) and analog cable TV

DTV Resolutions:

1280x720p

720x480p

1280x1024p

864x480

1360x768p

800x600p

1440x1080i

1024x768p

1920x1080i

• Dual RF inputs (antenna / cable combinations)

The performance of the MDP-120 is wonderful. I had friends over to watch the 2004 Mas• Converts all incoming video to 720p or 1080i ter’s in HDTV and one guest said it was like
looking out the window. The 2005 NCAA
(selectable)
basketball March Madness is great in HDTV
• Supports 4:3 or 16:9
and the 2005 Masters was even better. NFL
• Records and playback digital TV and analog
football looks almost 3-D at times. The remote
TV broadcasting programs
works like any TV remote including a manual
- Transport stream capture and playback
recording control. You can set it to take snap- AVI capture
shots or live action. If you get a digital picture
- Still frame image capture
it will be a perfect picture. Gone are things like
- Record to D-VHS through IEEE 1394
ghosting and interferences. I live in an area
where interference can be bad on a couple of
Firewire and Windows XP
stations. Normally the MDP-120 will provide a
• Video output with RGB or YPbPr
consistent picture if the signal strength is over
(Component)
20-30%. You can see the signal strength in the
• Audio output with Dolby Digital 5.1-channel
small screen mode and when you change chanvia S/PDIF
nels, if you have that option checked. Some• Analog audio output 2 channel L+R Stereo
times in rainy weather, you can get signal
• Supports scheduled recording
dropouts at around 50%. The off the air TV
• Supports aspect ratio conversion
signal tends to bound off wet roofs and struc• Supports EPG (through Titan TV.com)
tures. Weak digital TV signals act differently
• Provides external S-video, composite and
from analog. With digital you normally have a
analog stereo audio input
perfect picture or no picture. There is a small
• Plays transport stream and DVD format files in-between zone where the screen freezes and/
• Supports an infrared remote control
or gets blocky. Then it either returns or the
picture locks.
Installation is simple
You can view MDP-120 recorded
There are two prime connection modes once

The problem then and yet today is getting a
true HDTV television set with a built-in digital
TV (ATSC) tuner at a reasonable price. Any
TV set or monitor should have at least 1366 X
768 (16:9) native screen resolution. However,
a 1280 X 768 (15:9) will work fine with a
slight problem as my PC to 17” LCD monitor
combination proved. Later I purchased a HD
LCD TV/monitor with 1280 X 768 resolution
because I wanted digital TV in my TV room. It
wasn’t cheap and had no digital tuner, only an
analog one. So I got a second MDP-120
HDTV tuner, put it into a cheap second PC,
and hooked it to the HD LCD TV/monitor. The
result was a fine picture with a little horizontal
chipping, but this has proven to be of no importance. (Don’t get an enhanced resolution
monitor/TV called EDTV. All the so-called the card is inserted into the computer. One uses

(Continued on page 12)
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Analog TV Blackout (cont.)
(Continued from page 11)

HDTV files as well as composite, S-VHS,
DVD, and VCR. Using the MDP-120’s special cable I can connect my analog VCR to
the card and watch programs and tapes
through it. You cannot record digital to the
VCR. Audio connections depend on what
audio system you are using. The audio for
digital connects differently than the analog
audio. Since there are so many variations
possible, I will not try to cover them. I send
the MDP-120 digital sound through my
sound card to the external digital speakers or
the HD LCD TV/monitor’s built-in speakers.
You can also send the sound directly from the
MDP-120 into a digital audio sound system.
A word about Dayton digital TV.
All Dayton stations are now broadcasting in
digital over the air. But not all broadcast the
same level of HD. The definition of HD covers several variations. And the quality of the
HD depends upon the quality of the cameras
being used as well as have format the station
broadcasts. The MDP-120 automatically
handles this variation. All Dayton stations
have had teething problems with digital.
Broadcast reliability keeps improving but
there are still occasional problems. They are
really working the growing pains well.

Books Available
DMA® is again selling Entertainment® 2006
coupon book to raise funds for organization.
The Books will be at the main meetings for
members to purchase through November
meeting. We will also have a supply at the
membership booth at Computerfest®.
Each Entertainment book contains thousands
of dollars in 2-for-1 and up-to-50%-off discount offers from local and national restaurants, hotels and resorts, entertainment venues
and other much more.
Books cost $30.00 each, with a portion of the
proceeds from every purchase to benefit
DMA® and it's activities. To order a copy of
the Entertainment book, contact any board
member of DMA®.
(COMING SOON) Watch the web (any
DMA® sites) for information on how to purchase online or other locations to get your
copy. Contact John Hargreaves jrhprinter@
earthlink.net for more details.

Where I am located, I can get some Columbus digital stations when I rotate my long
range antenna. In my area I can get Cincinnati analog stations from good to fair. In
digital I have yet to be able to get a Cincinnati station.
The MDP-120 records HDTV either manually or by scheduling. You can go
to the TV station’s TitanTV schedule and
click on a show. The MDP-120 will automatically fill-in information for that program.
Then you can choose if this is to be a one
MDP-120 -time event or an ongoing one.
You can also set up automatic scheduling by
manually filling in the recording sheet. I use
all three without a problem, as far as the
MDP-120 goes. I have had a problem with
my computer hard drive running out of space.
An ATSC signal requires 8.7GB per hour. It
is the same whether the station uses one or all
of the sub channels. I have missed programs
because my 120G hard drive became full
when I still had some shows I had not yet had
time to view. I plan to change it to 250G and
I expect no more problems.
Now that I have two MDP-120
cards, I networked the two PCs together. The
main PC is used to do the majority of the
recording so I can view and record in digital
at the same time. When you record in digital,
the quality is equal to seeing it live. Also
when you record an ATSC transport stream,
you automatically record all its sub-channels.
ThinkTV uses five sub-channels, one being
HDTV. The MDP-120 allows you to select
which sub-channel you want to view. You
can switch between them during playback.
You can record analog as an AVI file but I
prefer to use my VCR.
Note that a
companion daughter digital card is available
so you can use a digital monitor and it provides 5.1 optical sound.
Even if my TV had an ATSC tuner,
I would still use the MDP-120 card as a lowcost digital recorder / playback unit. It is like
having a HDTV Tape Recorder like the JVC
HM-DH3000 Digital-VHS unit but it is much
more versatile and cheaper.
Problems with the MDP-120 are
almost non-existence. The only thing that
occasionally happens is the software will
lockup and will no longer change channels.
The solution is to reboot the computer. As the
software improves, this should be corrected.
The software is now at version 1.63. Even so,
heavy use of playback eventually causes the
software to stop working (3-6 months). Just
reinstall the main program and its good to go.
The manual is a separate HTML file.

Summary: MyHD MDP-120 is an excellent
HDTV and analog TV card. It does everything very well. It works fine with an outside
antenna. The signal strength meter is most
useful when rotating the antenna for best
signal strength. The HD picture is superior
and the digital picture is fine as well. You can
receive good NTSC pictures but digital is so
much better. It can record unencrypted
HDTV files perfectly. And it allows you to
playback on any MyHD card. It works fine
through a network for the playback viewing.
The Infrared Remote works as advertised.
Using MDP-120 cards, you can assemble a
HDTV system that outperforms commercial
systems costing many thousands more.
Rating: 9.9 out of 10
Requirements: Pentium II 400MHz or faster
processor
64MB or RAM
PCI bus v2.2 compliant
33MHz or 66MHz operation
Windows 98 SE, ME, 2000, and XP
Reviewed: Video Card MIT MyHD MDP120 High-Definition Decoder ATSC Tuner
PCI Card with 1.63 version drivers, program,
and manual. Card by Macro Image Technology [ www.mitinc.co.kr/ ]
Best Price: MDP-120 MSRP: $349; I got it
for $289.00. I got a DVI-D Daughter Card for
$89.00
www.digitalconnection.com/Products/Video/
mdp120.asp

It's Time to Give Something
Back, ... Volunteer !
Lead a discussion at a SIG
Learn to re-build Computers at OTAP
Write an article for the DataBus
Become a Board of Trustee Member
Bring a Friend to a Meeting

Seek out those that have more wisdom than you….
Let those that know less find you
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Tech News

By Sue Crane, Editor

Volunteerism

Big Bear Computer Club sue.crane@charter.net
Nothing is Ever Really FREE
Linus Torvalds, creator of the Linux OS, has
begun protecting his trademark for the term
Linux. He’s doing so to protect users from
unauthorized and confusing use of the name.
Torvalds first trademarked Linux several
years ago but has rarely defended its use.
The licensing fees for Linux are modest.
LMI is charging $200 to $5000 for each
license; most sublicensees end up paying
$200 to $500. Most Linux companies have
enthusiastically agreed to the licensing terms.
AMD Asks Intel for a duel
Major US newspapers in September showed
an AMD processor standing in a boxing ring
waiting for Intel to appear for a duel later this
year so consumers can see who has the best
dual core processor. Dual-core chips have
two processor cores on a single piece of silicon, boosting performance and reducing
power consumption compared to two singlecore processors. AMD released its first dualcore Opteron processors earlier this year.
Intel said that it will release its first dual-core
server chips later this year, ahead of its original schedule. But regarding the duel, Intel
was not available for comment.
PC Has Water-cooled Radiator
NEC took the wraps off its Valuestar G Type
C, a new desktop PC that has a radiator embedded in the water cooler unit built into the
back of the chassis. The company said the
added refrigeration will let consumers overwork the included Intel Celeron processor
but keep the PC running at 30 decibels,
which is whisper voice. PC noise is increasingly a concern as more powerful computers
require stronger and often louder cooling
systems.
New IE 7.0 is for Windows Only!
Sources at Microsoft have announced that IE
7.0 will henceforth be referred to as Windows IE 7.0, highlighting the fact that the
browser is integrated with Windows and isn’t
a standalone product. According to a source
at Microsoft, the change signifies that IE will
no longer be available for other platforms.
Users should simply consider IE 7.0 to be
part of Windows.
No More Textbooks?
Students at Empire High School in Vail, AZ
started class this year with no textbooks.
Instead, the school issued laptop computers
to each of its 340 students, becoming one of

the first U.S. public schools to turn away
from printed textbooks. Empire High, which
opened for the first time this year, was designed specifically to have a textbook-free
environment.
TMPs Make E-Commerce Safer
Trusted Platform Modules, if you’ve never
heard of them, are chips that store cryptographic information needed to unlock hard
drives, authenticate network log-ons and
perform similar tasks. What is exciting about
TPMs is their role in electronic transactions
because they make sure the money and the
product get to their proper destinations, via
“anonymous certificates.” Hacking such a
certificate would not give criminals access to
personal information such as credit card
numbers, since the transaction is done on
your side of the network, not on the serverside.
eBay Rethinks Recycling
Faster, more advanced computers, cell
phones and electronics offer endless possibilities for enrichment, learning and entertainment. But as consumers and businesses
keep pace with the introduction of exciting
new products, we are faced with a mounting
challenge: what to do with the products
we’re upgrading from. The Rethink Initiative brings together industry, government
and environmental organizations to offer a
fresh perspective and new answers to the
challenge of e-waste. On their website you
can find information, tools and solutions that
make it easy – and even profitable – to find
new users for idle computers and electronics,
and responsibly recycle unwanted products.
http://rethink.ebay.com/
There is no restriction against any non-profit
group using this article as long as it is kept in
context with proper credit given the author.
The Editorial Committee of the Association
of Personal Computer User Groups
(APCUG), an international organization of
which this group is a member, brings this
article to you.

DMA

Several years ago a great thing happened at a
Computerfest® wrap-up meeting. We began
to honor a special volunteer for fulfillment
above the call of duty. Then a couple years
ago the Board of Trustees thought that would
be a great way to salute any of DMA’s volunteers, but now on a monthly basis, hopefully
to encourage others to volunteer likewise.
For the month of September the Board of
Trustees and the OTAP management committee would like to honor Chester Howes for
his timeless efforts to helping prepare the
machines donated by NCR. Every week he
spends a portion of his free time traveling to
NCR to wipe the hard drives clean prior to
their delivery to 119 Valley ST. he also has
volunteered for several years at Computerfest® with the Speakers Committee and during the show wherever there is a need.
Thank you - Chester you
For the month of October the Board honors
one of their own as she leaves the Board..
Susan Kendall has served for three years as a
Trustee, one year as Treasurer, and with the
Computerfest® Committee for the past 6
years, serving in the offices of Vendor coordinator , and Speaker coordinator. Also ovr
the past year Susan has been very visible at
every General Meeting help with the Membership Committee.. Checking attendences,
selling 50/50 tickets, etc.
Thank you - Susan
Thank you to both without which DMA
would not be same.
Thank you for the past… thank you for the
future.
It is good to volunteer and …
Oh so good to have good volunteers.

Support YOUR Club…
Buy 50/50 tickets
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The Deals Guy

by Bob “The Cheapskate” Click,
Greater Orlando Computer User Group

From The DealsGuy for November
2005, by Bob (The Cheapskate) Click,
Greater Orlando Computer Users
Group
Once, during a McDonalds show I was a
guard for the largest and most complete
dinosaur skeleton ever found. It was discovered by Sue Henderson and
McDonalds Corp. sponsored the recovery. I guess they knew better than to let
me guard any of the food. I just worked
the ASIS (American Society of Industrial
Security) [ www.asisonline.org ] show.
Colon Powell was one of the featured
speakers. Exhibits occupied about
700,000 sq. ft. and attendance was
20,000, their best ever. I was assigned to
the Videoprotein
[ www.videoprotein.com ] booth whose
owner and founder, Anthony Pugliese, is
a collector of many unique items. In
1991 he bought the 38-caliber Colt Special that Jack Ruby used to shoot Lee
Harvey Oswald on live TV. Mr. Pugliese
purchased it at an auction from Jack
Ruby's brother who had acquired it from
the FBI 20 years after the shooting and
needed money for legal fees. Mr. Pugliese paid $250,000 and it is now valued
at about seven million.
Being stationed there prevented me from
browsing the show much, but I did check
out some of the biometric lock products.
Placing your finger on a pad or scanning your eye iris will open a lock, or
initiate other functions if you like. There
were also various security gates, special
roll up doors and too many unique products to mention here. One company had
a stranded steel cable to install around
your property that, if breached, will tell
you exactly where it happened and can
even initiate camera action. Some cameras can detect motion and initiate a
camera sequence to follow the action,
also notifying the office of the activity.
You could easily spend two days or more

at that show. One evening the show
rented Universal Studios for the attendees and my wife and I worked checking
the attendees entering. Since there were
drinks inside, we placed wristbands on
people under the age of 21 identifying
them as minors to bartenders who also
checked people. Food and drinks of all
kinds were all free inside the park, and
attendees enjoyed all the rides free. Too
bad you missed that show!

*Punch Software

*Zio Corp. Is Acquired

*What’s a Skin Clock? An Edited (To
Shorten) Announcement Received in
June Offering a Discount

I’m sorry that the PDF file with the rebate forms for the Zio Corp. products
were not posted on my Web site. It turns
out that Zio Corp. was acquired by
SmartDisk and I have to assume that
everybody was very busy with whatever
changes would take place. However, Zio
has some of the rebate forms posted on
their own Web site and I hope what was
there filled your needs.

I hope some of you took advantage of
the rebates for Punch! Software products
that offer excellent tools for designing
your home or for your remodeling project. Because of updates, I had to pull the
ones planned for this month at the last
minute, but hope to feature their products again soon.

“Our company has released the personal
assistant for Windows – Skin Clock. It is
a personal reminder integrated with a
new trendy tray clock. We would like to
inform all user group people about a
25% discount as a part of our launching
campaign.
“Best regards,

*What’s In Your Computer?

Eugene Kryukov
[eugene@alcyonesoft.com]”

Here is another data gatherer that sounds
good. Bob Balogh writes a monthly column called “Window Pains” for Boca
Bits, newsletter of the Boca Raton Computer Society Inc. and it’s always very
informative. In the May 05 issue, he
wrote about Everest Home Edition 1.51
(version 2.20 at this writing) that will
collect all the important information
about your computer. I won’t list all the
information it collects here, but you can
find that out at [ www.lavalys.com ].
Best of all, the home edition is free. Bob
is not the only person who authors informative columns each month in Boca Bits
and you can access their newsletter at
[ www.brcs.org ]. You’ll find it interesting.

------------------------------------------------For immediate release
With Alcyonsoft You Needn't Choose
Between Style and Functionality. Skin
Clock Has Plenty of Both.
June 23, 2005 - Alcyonesoft announces
today the launch of its Windows integrated personal assistant. Skin Clock has
become an advanced replacement for the
standard Windows clock. Besides a
choice of professionally designed skins
for your new system tray clock, the pro(Continued on page 15)
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The Deals Guy (cont.)
(Continued from page 14)

gram features personal notification service and time synchronizer. Just make
your alarm centre know your appointment time or a report deadline and it will
remind you what you have on the
agenda. The only other thing your personal assistant needs to know is whether
you prefer just a note, or a note and a
pleasant chime, or should it launch an
application for you.
"The idea of Skin Clock came from our
customers," explains Eugene Kryukov,
CEO of Alcyonsoft. Skin Clock is
shipped with a portfolio of skins, ranging
from neo-modern to futuristic to classic.
By grading the hue of the clock panel
you can easily integrate it into your
desktop color scheme. You can synchronize your system clock with the Internet
time server. Alternatively, you can rely
on automatic synchronization. Unbounded range of ways to customize
your Skin Clock can be found in the Options menu.

clock.com ]
E-mail: [eugene@alcyonesoft.com]
*Announcement For IntroWizard.
(Edited To Shorten) They offer a discount.
“Our company, IntroWizard, has released IntroWizard Flash Website
Builder 1.0. This new wizard-style website designer is helpful for anyone who
wants to create a professional-looking
Flash website, but doesn't have any
knowledge of HTML and Flash. Its special feature is the automatic text website
creation for indexing the content of a
Flash website in search engines. We also
would like to offer all members of your
user group a special discount - 15% off
the purchase of IntroWizard Flash Website Builder 1.0 or Flash4D 4.4. This
discount is only available until December 2005. Please use the links below:
Discount 15% Off Links:

Skin Clock v.1.0 Features at a Glance
- Highly customizable intuitive interface;

Buy IntroWizard Flash Website Builder
v1.0:

- System tray integration;

[ www.introwizard.com/store/fwb15off.php ]

- A portfolio of skins for the time panel;

Buy Flash4D, Flash Intro Builder v4.4:

- Alarm centre with a choice of reminder
options;

www.introwizard.com/store/f4d15off.php

- Automatic and manual time synchronization.
Pricing and Availability
Skin Clock 1.0 runs under Windows
95/98/ME/NT/2000/XP/2003 server platforms and costs $29.95 (USD) for a single-user license. Free technical support is
extended to all registered users. A trial
version is available as a free download at
[ www.skin-clock.com/files/
skinclock.zip ]. More information about
Alcyonsoft can be found on the official
website: [ www.alcyonesoft.com ].
Product page link: [ www.skin-

Over 20 design templates help you to
jump-start your website project with
professional layouts. Once the layout is
chosen, the Customize Website wizard
guides you through all customization
stages from defining the background
color, title, slogan, width and height to
specifying the website sections and entering content. Your website may contain
up to 13 sections. A section contains its
own text, which may be complemented
by up to 4 images. The program lets you
insert your own images or choose from
the collection of 30 stock images included free.
You can integrate Flash plug-ins, such as
Flash poll, chat box or guestbook, to add
a level of interactivity to your website.
To make the website visible in search
engines, you can add meta keywords and
descriptions to the website. Create a text
website, a text copy of your Flash website. The text website lets you reach out
to search engines, while enjoying the
aesthetic benefits of the Flash technology. If you select to use the text website
creation feature, then the text website is
created automatically on the basis of the
Flash website content.
IntroWizard Flash Website Builder
Benefits:
- Point-and-click technology of creating
a Flash website;

Have an excellent day,
Adan Vielma
E-mail: [Adan@IntroWizard.com] ”
Create Flash Websites in a Flash!
MCALLEN, Texas. - September 13,
2005: IntroWizard today announces the
release of version 1.0 of IntroWizard
Flash Website Builder. Using its pointand-click environment, you can build a
website simply by selecting a design,
typing in your content, and adding images.

- No need to fork out money to designers
and programmers;
- No subscription fees or restrictions on
the amount of websites you can create
for yourself or your customers;
- Automatic text website creation to
make a Flash website visible in search
engines;
- Affordable price, only $49.95.
Pricing and Availability
IntroWizard Flash Website Builder runs
under Windows 95/98/Me/2000/XP and
(Continued on page 19)
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And Now For Something Completely Different …
Python part 3
by Mark Erbaugh Regular Contributor to The DataBus
Mark Erbaugh is a freelance software developer. He has been programming for a living since 1986 and has worked with Pascal, C, C++
and a host of other languages. Since 1995, he's been developing software for Microsoft Windows using Borland's Delphi language. In the
past few years, he has been focusing on the development of business

I left you with some working code last
time, but there is at least one bug in it.
Did you find it? When the menu to edit
contact information is displayed, you
need to enter either a 0 through 9 or a Z.
Try entering a number larger than 9. You
are rewarded with a fairly long printout,
called a Traceback, of system information and the program exits. This is Python's response to an Exception.
When writing a program, you can't always assume that every operation that
you ask the program to do will be successful. The user may make an invalid
entry as above. Another source of errors
is dealing with computer resources external to the program, such as files. An expected file may not be available, in the
folder where the program expects it or
the data it contains could be corrupt.
In the pre-exception days, there were
only two ways to deal with these conditions:
1) You could assume that they wouldn't
happen and essentially ignore them. This
allowed you to concentrate on the logical
flow of the 'normal' operation of your
program. The problem was that in the
better case, the user would get a message
from the operating system and the program would abnormally terminate. In the
worse case, the program would continue,
but with invalid data. This would eventually result in a failure at some other point
in the program, often a seemingly long
way removed from the location of the
actual problem.
2) The other alternative was to check
every operation that could fail and have
code to deal with any possible failure.
When done properly, this would result in

support software and works with SQL database as a back end. In his
spare time, he enjoys developing software to support his amateur
radio interests, including real-time signal processing and control of
equipment.

a robust program, the 'normal' logic of
the program was obscured by all the error checking.
Exceptions are a solution to this dilemma. Exceptions allow you to put all
the 'normal' logic of your program together and still handle any errors that
occur. In exception based code, the program follows the main (normal) sequence of the program as long as nothing
unexpected happens. When the unexpected does occur, the program stops the
normal flow and goes (almost immediately) to a different location in the program, a place where you can provide an
appropriate response.
Let's look at some exceptions in Python.
In the interactive shell at the >>>
prompt, type 1 / 0. This of course is division by zero which if you remember
your grade school arithmetic, it an illegal
operation. Python can't complete your
request, so it raises an exception. You
get something like this (in Idle, it shows
up in red):
Traceback (most recent call last):
File "<pyshell#0>", line 1, in -toplevel1/0
ZeroDivisionError: integer division or
modulo by zero
When Python couldn't complete your
request, it raised a ZeroDivisonError
exception. Since we haven't given Python any instructions on what to do when
it raises an exception, it just printed information about the exception and quit.
Now we need to add an code to handle
the exception, appropriately called an
exception handler. Enter the following
function into Python (still at the >>>
prompt):

def safe_division(a,b):
try:
return a / b
except:
return a
Here we've made the arbitrary decision
that if the program encounters division
by zero, it should be ignored. Your sixth
grade arithmetic teacher wouldn't approve, but it will work in many programs. Now you can try 1 / 0 by calling
the new function, safe_division(1,0).
You get an answer rather than a printout.
Of course, we could have written the
safe_division function to first check to
see if b was zero:
def safe_division_1(a,b):
if b == 0:
return a
else:
return a / b
This approach is equally valid. It's still
up to the programmer to decide how to
handle these situations. Just because
Python supports exceptions, you don't
have to use them everywhere in your
code.
Let's go back to the original
safe_division function. This time type
safe_division(1,'a'). Here we are telling
Python to divide 1 by the string 'a'. This
is also illegal, but Python accepts this
and returns 1. This is somewhat peculiar
to Python. In other languages, the values
passed to a function call must be match
(Continued on page 17)
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Something Different… Python part 3 (cont.)
(Continued from page 16)

the type of the arguments in the function
definition, but of course, Python doesn't
allow you to declare types for arguments.
Other languages would attempt to convert
the 'a' to a type suitable for division, but
again, that's not what Python does.
Back to the safe_division(1,'a') call. We
may actually be satisfied with the return
value, but suppose we are not. We wrote
the exception handler thinking that division by zero was the problem. Try typing
1 / 'a' at the >>> prompt. You again get a
Traceback printout, but look closely, it is
different than before:
Traceback (most recent call last):
File "<pyshell#12>", line 1, in -toplevel1/'a'
TypeError: unsupported operand type(s)
for /: 'int' and 'str'
Notice the exception raised is a TypeError
exception. If there is a problem with the
safe_division code it is that it is too general. It handles all exceptions the same.
Our current approach is only valid for
ZeroDivisionError exceptions. Here's a
rewrite:
def safe_division_2(a,b):
try:
return a / b
except ZeroDivisionError:
return a
Try this with 1,0 and 1,'a'. In the former
case, things behave as expected. In the
latter, the TypeError exception is reported
to the user. Here we've told Python to
only how to handle the ZeroDivisionError, so when it encounters the TypeError,
it just reports it. We can specify different
exception handlers in the same block of
code:
def safe_division_3(a,b):

try:
return a / b
except ZeroDivisionError:
return a
except TypeError:
return 0
We can even specify that the same exception handler is to be used for both exceptions:
def safe_division_3(a,b):
try:
return a / b
except (ZeroDivisionError, TypeError):
return a
What's important to learn here is that you
need to make sure that you trap only the
exceptions that your exception handler is
designed to handle.
There's a cousin to the try except block,
the try finally block. Especially when
dealing with external resources, such as
files, you want to make sure that your
program properly cleans up after itself. In
the case of a file, once it has been opened,
you want to be sure to close it. In the old
days, we had to worry about internal program resources, such as freeing allocated
memory. With modern languages, such as
Python, that's taken care of in the background, but there is still a problem with
external resources. In most OS's, opening
a file consumes a limited system resource.
If an exception causes the program to
bypass the code that closes the file, that
resource will be unavailable during the
rest of the program. So we could write
code like this:
try:
open_file()
process_data() # could raise an exception
close_file()
except:

handle_error()
close_file()
But we've had to duplicate the close_file
call. With a try finally block, the code in
the finally section is always executed no
matter how the code in the try part exited,
either normally if through an exception.
try:
open_file()
try:
process_data()
except:
handle_error()
finally:
close_file()
And now, back to the error in the logbook
program. In this case, we'll use an exception to handle an improperly formed integer (such as 12z3), but we'll use a test to
verify that the integer is in the proper
range. Change the code near the bottom
of the do_callsign function from:
i = int(choice)
cs_data[i] = raw_input(FIELDS[i] + '
==> ')
to:
try:
i = int(choice)
except ValueError:
i = -1
if (i >= 0) and (i <= 9):
cs_data[i] = raw_input(FIELDS[i] + '
==> ')
Now, if you enter an invalid integer, the
whole callsign data and menu is redisplayed. At least it's not a Traceback printout, but it's probably not the best solution.
After all, if you type an invalid character
menu choice, just the ==> prompt is redisplayed. We should go back and fix
that.
(Continued on page 18)
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The Mystery of File Extensions Explained

By Dave Gerber,

Director, Sarasota PCUG, Florid
www.spcug.org / http://davebytes.com/
GIF, JPG, TXT, DOC, HTML, WAV, BMP,
ETC
You'll see them over and over again as you
encounter manuals, web sites, and anything
related to your computer. Tons of file extensions. Whole pickup truck loads of 'em running back and forth on the info highway.
File extensions are easy enough to understand,
and with just a bit of history, you'll know everything you need to know about files, and not a
bit more.
Back in the DOS days (DOS stands for Disk
Operating System), before the invention of
Windows, every file had to be named with a
maximum of 8
characters, and could include a three letter "file
extension."
For example, lets say you want to save that
recipe for Quevos Rancheros. You were forced
to use a maximum of 8 characters. So you call
it queranch.
Hmm, in Spanish, that's like, "What ranch?"
Or that's a loose translation, at least.
You were limited. Severely. So along comes
the long file name. You can use a whole mess
of characters now, calling your file "My greatest recipe
using eggs and tortillas since the invention of
the wheel." The sentence between the quote
marks is the name of the file, or "filename."
The stated character limit is 255, but in reality
it comes in just a tad under, like 253 or something. The techies can quibble over that. Regardless,
it's l-o-n-g. And more than adequate to describe the content of your creation!
Now, notice that many files have extensions.
They all do, really. In fact, your computer
doesn't know what to do with a file if it doesn't
have an extension.
The extension is the three letter part following
the main name. (You didn't see an extension
on my quevos rancheros example, because I
left it off.)
Here's an example:
My Word processing report.doc

The ".doc" part of the file's name tells Windows to use the program that's associated
with .doc files to open it. So, let's say you've
got Microsoft
Word installed. Whenever the Windows operating system realizes you've clicked a file with
the extension ".doc" it fires up Word, and
Word opens the
file.
Presto.
There are lots of file extensions. Here's a table
for you that includes a few common file types
you may encounter during your web travels.

Commonly, people will send Power Point
presentation files or Microsoft Publisher files
as attachments to people who don't have Microsoft Office
installed on their computer. So those files cannot be viewed unless the appropriate software
is installed.
There is no restriction against any non-profit
group using this article as long as it is kept in
context with proper credit given the author.
The Editorial Committee of the Association of
Personal Computer User Groups (APCUG), an
international organization of which this group
is a member, brings this article to you.

Common file types
Extension Type of file
txt Text File, such as Notepad produces
doc Document File, for example, MS Word
gif Graphics Interchange Format (graphics)
jpg Joint Photographic Experts Group
(graphics)
pdf Portable Document File
htm Hypertext Markup (special coded text
files)
html Hypertext Markup Language (ditto)
zip Compressed file requiring special software
to decompress the file
tar Same as zip. Just another compression style
pdf Portable Document File (universal text
file)
wav Sound files
bmp Bitmap files (graphics)
If you try to open a file extension that's unregistered (unregistered means Windows doesn't
know what to do with it 'cause there's no association in the Windows Registry), Windows
throws the Open With dialog box at you
This dialog box lets you decide what program
to open the file with. For example, I tried to
open the file named 'java.usj' and I got this
screen as a
result. Since nothing on my computer is set up
to edit or open a '.usj' file, I have to locate and
use a program that "understands" that type of
file extension. Now that's another trick altogether!

Python part 3 (cont.)
(Continued from page 17)

What I've done here is to apply the solution at the wrong place. This is a trap
that you can fall into developing programs. Sometimes, although you can
apply a fix at the point of the problem, it
may be worthwhile stepping back and
seeing if the whole approach needs fixing. Program development is very often
an iterative process. The nice thing about
languages such as Python is that you can
try something quickly, see the results,
make a change and try it again (over and
over).
I'll leave cleaning up the menu situation
for you to work on until next month.
Please let me know if you are finding
this series helpful.
73 de N8ME,
Mark

Support YOUR Club…
go to the Holiday Dinner
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WebMail on dma.org

By Dave Lundy

DMA Web master
Have you ever needed to check your dma.org
mail while on vacation, at a friend’s home,
etc.? Well, now you can. If you can access
www.dma.org, you can read or send mail
using your dma.org e-mail address. Simply
click the WebMail link on the links bar near
the top or bottom of the page.

for more info about certificates.

Once you accept the certificate, you will be
greeted by the SquirrelMail login prompt.
Enter your dmapub login name and password
to proceed. The main screen will list mail
folders on the left. Across the top, you will
find Compose, Addresses (your address
If you’ve never used it before, your web
book, which will be empty the first time you
browser will complain because our web
use it), Folders (most of you can ignore that),
server’s certificate isn’t signed by a “trusted Options (you will need to at least enter your
certificate authority” such as VeriSign,
e-mail address in the personal options),
thawte, etc. GEMAIR created and signed the Search, and Help. At the top right corner is
certificate. Examine the certificate, as you
the Sign Out link. There are several options
should whenever you encounter a similar
you may set, but most of the defaults will
situation. Depending on your browser, you
work fine. Be sure to enter your name and eshould find a Sha1 fingerprint (or thumbmail address in the Personal Information
print) of e3 ec 82 0c fe ab 55 16 b3 ee ae 30 section of Options. If you have any difficul28 93 a9 71 97 e1 6a 5f. It might be disties using WebMail at www.dma.org with
your dmapub account, please contact
played as upper case and may have colons
instead of spaces separating the alphanumeric root@dma.org.
pairs.
The certificate is valid until Wednesday,
September 27, 2006 1:06:53 AM. Assuming
you trust the certificate, install it, or click to
accept it indefinitely. The exact process will
depend on what web browser you use. See
Understanding Web Certificates at <
www.us-cert.gov/cas/tips/ST05-010.html >

There are many “plugins” for SquirrelMail.
We will probably add a few in the near future, such as GPG so you can sign your mail
with your GPG key, an address book import
function, so you can import an entire address
book as a .CSV file, rather than entering one
address at a time, etc. Right now, it’s a very
basic SquirrelMail configuration.

DealsGuy (cont.)
(Continued from page 15)

costs $49.95 (USD). Registered customers
are entitled to non-watermarked designs
and technical support. A 15-day fully functional evaluation version of IntroWizard
Flash Website Builder is available as a free
download at
[ www.introwizard.com/trial/flash-websitebuilder-trial.exe ] (3.49 Mb).
For more information, please visit
www.introwizard.com.
Product page link: www.introwizard.com/
flash-website-builder
That's it for this month. Visit my Web site at
[ http://www.dealsguy.com ]

Helping Others
also Helps You...
Become an OTAP
Volunteer

GEMAIR Internet Service
Serving the Miami Valley since 1998

Standard Residential Plan

$17.95

Lite Plan

$9.95

Unlimited Access

15 Hours per month

Web Accelerator - Surf up to 5x faster

Email Virus Protection

Email Virus Protection

2 Email Addresses

5 Email Addresses

Personal Web Space

Personal Web Space

Telephone Support

Telephone Support

Basic Plan

$8.95

Unlimited Access

Bring Your Own Access (BYOA)
$4.95
Email Virus Protection

Add an email address for just $1.00 per month

2 Email Addresses

Discounts available for DMA® Members, Senior Citizens, Active Duty Military,
Full-Time College Students and Educators.
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The New, the Best, and the Worst

by Pim Borman

SW Indiana PC Users Group, Inc. swipcug@sigecom.net
Hard Drive Too Small?
If you think a 500 GB is still not big enough,
help is on the way, in what seems to be an
obvious way. If you think of a room filled
with people all stretched out on the floor, you
can cram in a lot more folks if you have everybody stand up, right? As it turns out, the
magnetic elements on current hard drives are
lying down on the job, but now several
manufacturers, including Hitachi and Seagate, have figured out a way to make the lazy
critters stand up on the disk and squeeze them
closer together. It must be easier said than
done, considering how long it took to implement this technology, but now Seagate is
announcing a new 2.5” minidisk, named Momentus, that will hold 160 GB, 20% more
than the highest-capacity 2.5” drives currently available. It sounds like magic, and the
name, Momentus, suggests that Harry Potter
had something to do with it. The new disks
will be shipped early next year. Seagate anticipates that regular hard drive capacity will
jump to 2500 GB (2.5 TB) in 3-5 years. (PC
Magazine, 8/9/05)
How Much Is That Program in the Windows?
In the good old days, when you purchased the
latest version of MS-DOS you were free to
install it on as many computers as you
owned, and many a copy was shared with
friends and neighbors as well. That has
changed, as we all know, and many expensive programs can now only be installed on a
single computer, whether we like it or not.
Large commercial programs used in the business world have usually been licensed per
seat, based on the number of computers the
program was installed on. Some small engineering companies that obtained a single
copy of expensive Autodesk and used it on
multiple computers were fined and lost their
use of the program when they got caught.
As CPUs have been getting faster, computer
productivity has gone up, to the benefit of the
users. Although most providers have increased their license fees to some extent as
the programs improved, fees have mostly
continued to be charged per seat or per CPU.
Now the trend to faster computers is to increase the number of CPUs on a single chip
instead of making single ones faster, and
some software companies want to charge

their fees on a per CPU basis. They are
mainly concerned about the many back-room
computers used as servers dishing out data
over computer networks to employees. Oracle and IBM have been in the forefront of the
pricing battles, but seem to be compromising
on an individual basis. Microsoft has unexpectedly taken the side of the users and licenses its software at the same cost for single-core or multiple-core processors. That
may have something to do with the threat of
Linux and its Open Source programming
model that is looking more and more attractive to many businesses as the cost of Windows-based software keeps increasing. (The
Economist, 7/16/05, thanks to Louis Ritz)

the SSID name to a secure one.
•
On the same page uncheck the
option to broadcast the SSID name.
Forget about all the other security options,
including WEP or WPA encryption, unless
someone could have good reason to spend
lots of time and talent guessing your setup
information and ruin you in doing so. Just
because it can be done doesn’t mean anyone
will actually go to the trouble! Just make sure
to write down the user name, password and
the SSID. And if you forget anyway, it only
takes a few minutes to reset the router all
over again.
Windows Tips and Tricks

Too much security?
Recently I had occasion to help someone
straighten out the connections between their
computers and the router. The router had
been set up by an expert, using all its available security features. Unfortunately, he left
behind a jumble of notes about procedures
and passwords that seemed to be incomplete
or wrong. In the end all we could do was
reset the router and start over again. That
made me think about how much security we
really need.
Most of us live in homes with maybe two
locks on the front and back doors, possibly
with an added bolt for extra security at night.
That will keep most amateur burglars out, but
a determined crook will find a way to get in
anyhow. So be it, unless you live in a big city
apartment where it is smart to live behind a
steel door with multiple locks set in a reinforced frame.
The same goes for routers. To keep occasional snoopers out of your network takes
only a few simple changes to be made on the
router’s access page.
•
Replace the default password
needed to access the set up screen with a
secure one that is easy to remember (an old
street address is good, as it contains letters
and numbers). Also change the default user
name, if your router lets you.
•

On the wireless access page change

The June 28, 2005 edition of PC Magazine
carried a large number of Tips and Tricks for
Windows, mostly contributed by PCM’s lead
analyst Neal Rubenking whose articles and
advice I have been following almost as long
as I have been using computers. Try to get
hold of a copy to see for yourself. Here are
some that caught my eye.
If an error message indicates that a system
file is missing or corrupted you may be able
to recover it from the Windows disk. You
DID get one when you bought your computer, did you? Else ask the manufacturer for
one - you paid for it! Insert the Windows
system disk and select Search from the Start
menu. Use the name of the file you are looking for, but replace the last character of the
extension with an underscore, e.g. Notepad.ex_ instead of Notepad.exe. Make a note
of where you found it and then use some
good, old-fashioned DOS command to expand that file and install it on your hard drive
where it belongs. Use Start…Run and in the
window that pops up type (for this example,
assuming your CD ROM is labeled D :) expand D:\Setup\Notepad.ex_
C:\Windows\Notepad.exe and that should do
it. In some cases the missing file is stored in a
compressed CAB file. You can find out by
repeating the search with the full file name. If
found, open the CAB file in Windows Explorer and simply drag the missing file to its
location on your hard drive.

(Continued on page 21)
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New, Best, and Worst (con’t)
(Continued from page 20)

Another handy tip concerns access to Windows in its Safe mode, such as might be required to remove a virus infection. The manual tells you to hit F8 or DEL (depending on
the make of your computer) during start up,
right after the initial boot sequence completes, but before Windows starts loading. In
practice, there is only a fraction of a second
during which you must do this, and it may
take many repeats before you finally get it
right. With a USB keyboard it is impossible
to do at all, since the keyboard won’t be active yet at the required moment. If you miss
and the system boots up in the full-fledged
Windows mode, press Start…Run and type
msconfig followed by the Enter key. Choose
the BOOT.INI tab and check the /
SAFEBOOT box. Now XP will reboot in
Safe mode until you repeat the procedure and
uncheck the box.
Recovered Printer Cartridge
The other night I set out to print a first birthday picture of our black-and-white Cocker
Spaniel, Bonnie. As the picture emerged from
the printer, an older HP-812C, the top half
looked OK but the bottom half was faded red.

Clearly, one or two of the three colors in the
color cartridge were depleted. Just because of
such happenings, I always keep an extra cartridge on hand, in the refrigerator to keep it
fresh. That may have been a bad idea.
I installed the spare cartridge, aligned it, and
printed out the picture. The black snoot of the
dog came out looking distinctly bluish. Back
in the image editor I darkened the black parts
of the image and printed it out again. Same
result, distinctly bluish. Continuing the next
evening, a test page indicated that the yellow
color of the cyan-magenta-yellow cartridge
was not printing. I used the printer’s utilities
to clean the cartridge and to prime the inks,
without luck. I took the cartridge out and
carefully cleaned the print head with 90%
pure rubbing alcohol, still without success.
I was ready to give up on the cartridge and
buy a new one when one more possibility
occurred to me. I double-bagged the cartridge
in two ZipLoc bags and immersed it for 20
minutes in a pan of hot tap water. That did
the trick, Bonnie printed out just fine. From
now on no more storing of color cartridges in
the refrigerator!

Microsoft is Helping …

AdSubtract, Good Bye!
For years I have used AdSubtract to block
nuisance ads while browsing. These days ads
are no longer just nuisances, as some are
harmful and require stronger countermeasures. I still have AdSubtract on my older
system, but its update button is no longer
active. A Google search indicates that Intermute, AdSubtract’s parent, has been acquired
by Trend Micro. AdSubtract has been combined with TrendMicro’s SpySubtract Pro to
form Trend Micro Anti-Spyware 3.0, which
is only compatible with Windows XT or
2000.
There is no restriction against any non-profit
group using this article as long as it is kept in
context with proper credit given the author.
The Editorial Committee of the Association
of Personal Computer User Groups
(APCUG), an international organization of
which this group is a member, brings this
article to you.

By Bob Elgines elginesz@rraz.net
Colorado Computer Club of Lake Havasu, AZ

The MSRT checks for and helps to remove
specific, prevalent malicious software infecYou may have noticed in your Windows
tions. If detection and removal has accrued, a
XP/2000 updates that you have updated the MS
display window indicates which malicious softMalicious Software Tool (MSRT). Don’t bother
ware was picked up.
to look for it on your computer, you won’t find
it. You will only see a window if you have or
had a problem.
Each month, after the second Tuesday, Microsoft will provide an updated version of this tool
What is malicious software? Malicious software
(also called "malware") is software that was
developed with the intention to cause harm.
Malware can include viruses, worms, spyware,
and other destructive programs that can hide on
your computer and can slow its performance to
a crawl. Even more alarming, malware can be
used to monitor your browsing habits, steal
passwords, and even allow an attacker to gain
control of your system. Malicious software
either installs on your computer without your
knowledge or can be installed with a program
you intended to download.

that removes malicious software that is found to
be prevalent for that month.
Getting the Malicious Software Removal Tool
- There are two ways you can get the Malicious
Software Removal Tool. Microsoft recommends that home users either turn on the Automatic Updates feature in Windows XP, or run
the tool online.
1.
If your computer is running Windows
XP, you can get the latest version of the tool
online from Microsoft Update. To have the tool
automatically delivered and installed each
month on your computer without having to take
further action, simply turn on Automatic Updates.
2.
If your computer is running either
Windows XP, or Windows 2000, you can run
(Continued on page 22)
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NEWSLETTER TITLE

May your association with DMA® bring you
many new friends, be enjoyable, informative
& entertaining. Introduce yourselves to those
around you when you attend our meetings.

Welcome To Our
Newest DMA® Members
Lou Carman

Frank Larrick

Jeff Flinton

Alan Linsey

(Sometimes there are additional new members, none
this month, who indicated they do not want their
names published and are not listed here.)

Bob Waters

If you would like to automatically receive occasional mailings describing the upcoming
meeting topic and other timely DMA® news, simply place "subscribe dma-announce”
(without the quotes) in an email message area and send that message to:
majordomo@dma.org

These Memberships have expired or are about to expire soon!
Remember to send your check & a completed application form (located on the next page of this newsletter) in an envelope marked
“DMA® Dues” to P.O. Box 340402, Beavercreek, OH 45434-0402. Or if you give them to Treasurer at the next General Meeting,
please fill out the form in advance and bring correct change or a check. We do not have change at the meeting.

Will expire in October
Donald G. Davis
Mark Georges
Don G. Grover
Paul Gunton
Larry Habenicht
Ron Lambalot
Beulah M. Martin
Kevin M. O'Brien
David O'Quinn

William F. Perkins
Henry (Hank) Pesa
Robert M. Pitman
Vernon L. Wiese
David A. Williamson
Will expire in November
Charles J. Bauer
Jim Bellan
Ken Bindner
Mike Bindner

StephenBower
Arvo H. Erikson
Thomas J. Ernst
Jordan Henderson
Dellis Hines
David W. Houser
Joel Kuck
Evan D. Larkin
Wendell McCarthy
Joseph M. McGee

Microsoft Helping (cont.)
(Continued from page 21)

the tool directly from an easy-to-use online
wizard available at:
www.microsoft.com/malwareremove
How do I verify whether the removal tool has
run on a client computer? There are two ways
to check:
.
You can examine the value data for
following registry entry to verify the execution
of the tool. You can implement such a check as
part of a startup script or a logon script. This
will prevent the tool from running multiple
times.
Subkey:
HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\SOFTWARE\Mi
crosoft\RemovalTools\MRT
Every time the tool is run, independent of the
results of the execution, the tool will record a
GUID to the registry to indicate that it has been
executed. The following table lists the GUID

Dean Miller
Preston C. Opt
Kenneth Schwartzkopf
James E. Steinbrunner
Robert Sturwold
Carol J. Turner
Bruce Williams
Randal C. Young

Netiquette (cont.)

that corresponds to each release.
(Continued from page 9)

2.
Using Windows Explorer look for the advice. For example, using the same standards
log entitled “mrt.log” located under your
of behavior online that you follow in real life is
“Document” files or in the following folder:
an easy way to make yourself look good online.
C:\Windows\Debug\mrt.log
Another similar tool is written by McAfee
called Stinger. It is updated approximately
every three months and can be downloaded at:
http://vil.nai.com/vil/stinger/

This article originated on AARP's Computers
and Technology Web site, www.aarp.org/
computers, and is copyrighted by AARP. All
rights are reserved; it may be reproduced,
downloaded, disseminated, or transferred, for
single use, or by nonprofit organizations for
There is no restriction against any non-profit
educational purposes, with attribution to AARP.
group using this article as long as it is kept in
It should be unchanged and this paragraph incontext with proper credit given the author.
The Editorial Committee of the Association of cluded. Please e-mail Gabe Goldberg at
Personal Computer User Groups (APCUG), an gabe@gabegold.com when you use it, or for
international organization of which this group is permission to excerpt or condense.
a member, brings this article to you.
There is no restriction against any non-profit
group using this article as long as it is kept in
context with proper credit given the author.
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PLEASE ALLOW UP to THREE WEEKS FOR APPLICATION PROCESSING and INTERNET SET-UP

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________

Birth date:_____/_____/_____
mo.

day

yr.

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City: ___________________________________________________________

State: ________

Zip: ___________________-___________

Phone: (Home) (________) _________-___________________ Phone: (Work) (_________) _________-_________________x__________

I wish to have my name and address published in the club roster: YES [ ]

NO [ ]

E-mail address ______________________________________________

Name of DMA® member who recruited me: __________________________________________________________________ (only new regular memberships)

Current or recent DMA® Member: Yes [ ] No [ ]

Change of Address Only [ ]

Today's date: _____/_____/_____

Membership number (from your DataBus mailing label) ________________

Type of Membership

Note:

A $10.00 fee will be charged for all returned checks.

Application is for: New Membership [ ]
Membership Renewal [ ]
Associate Membership* [ ]
Internet Service [ ]
If applying for free student membership, please give school name and student ID number: Available only for students under 22 years old.
School Name: __________________________________________________________________________ Student ID#: ________________________________
* A family associate membership is an additional membership for a member of your immediate family that
is living in the member's household. If this is a family associate membership, give name of regular member: _________________________________________

Dues/Fees

(Dues and Fees are subject to change without prior notice)

Membership (one year - New or Renewal)

1.) [ ] $25

[ ] Cash

Family Associate Membership (must live at same address as regular member)

2.) [ ] $12.50

[ ] Check

Free* Student Membership

3.) [ ] FREE *for students under 22 yrs of age

Check

Please assign me a user ID for E-mail and Usenet news access

4.) [ ] $10 one-time setup fee for new accounts.

#________

Total - - - Lines (1 or 2) (+4 if checked)

5.) $_____________

Make your check payable to
- -

Dayton Microcomputer Association, Inc. DMA®, then send the check and application to:
- - - - - - - - - >PO Box 340402
Beavercreek, OH 45434-0402

- - - -

DMA® Use only: Membership # ___________________ Exp. Date: ____/____/____ Processed by: ___________________________________ REV: 01Feb2004

DMA® Member Benefits
DMA® members receive great benefits! Not only do members participate in
great meetings and Special Interest Groups, they also receive discounts at local
retailers! You MUST show your membership card to receive any discounts.
NOTE: Discounts are subject to change without prior notice.

GEMAIR - 2555 S. Dixie Hwy, Suite 102, Kettering, OH 45419
The Mac Depot - 2025 E. Dorothy Lane, Kettering, OH 45420
Microsoft Press Books (online) - http://mspress.microsoft.com
Nuclear Computers - 6333 N. Dixie Dr., Dayton, OH 45414

Discounts are currently available at:

Ohio Custom Computer - 1866 S. Maple Ave, Fairborn, OH 45324

Books & Co. - 350 E. Stroop Rd, Kettering, OH 45429

PC Club Ohio - 291 N. Springboro Pike, Miamisburg, OH 45342

CompUSA - 221 N. Springboro Pk., Dayton, OH 45449

2602 Colonel Glenn Hwy., Fairborn, OH 45324

Dayton's Original Pizza Factory - 1101 Wayne Avenue,
Dayton, OH 45410
Dorothy Lane Market - 2710 Far Hills Ave. Dayton 45419, 6177
Far Hills Ave. Dayton 45459, & 740 N. Main St., Springboro 45066
Fairborn Camera & Video - 14 E Main St., Fairborn, OH 45324

Full discount information is available at www.dma.org/benefits.shtml . You may also
contact Membership Chairperson Bob Kwater at kwaterb@dma.org.
If you have a question or problem with a Benefit Discount Store, please
contact Bob Kwater
DO NOT HASSLE THE STORE !

®

DMA Events for October 23 - December 10, 2005
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Sunday
Oct 23

Monday
Oct 24

Oct 30

Oct 31

Daylight Savings

Halloween

set back 1 hr

The DataBus

Wednesday
Oct 26

Thursday
Oct 27

Hands-On SIG

Genealogy SIG

7:30 PM Med. School
Auditorium, WSU

7:00 PM 119 Valley

Nov 1

Nov 2

Amateur Radio
SIG

Friday
Oct 28

Saturday
Oct 29
2 PM DLF

7:00 PM 119 Valley

Nov 3

4 PM LanParty

Nov 4

Nov 5
9 AM - 2 PM
OTAP
3 PM Classic
Computers

Digital Photo SIG
7:00 PM 401 Millett
Hall, WSU

7:00 PM 119 Valley

deadline is 1st

Nov 6

Tuesday
Oct 25
Main Meeting

Election Day

Nov 7

Nov 8

Nov 9

Nov 10

Nov 11

Nov 12

Board of
Directors

Hands-On SIG

Software Development SIG

Veterans Day

7:00 PM 119 Valley

Perl Mongers

9 AM - 2 PM
OTAP

Nov 14

Nov 15

Nov 17

Nov 18

7:00 PM 119 Valley

7:00 PM 119 Valley

Nov 13

6:30 PM 119 Valley

Nov 16

Nov 19
9 AM - 2 PM
OTAP
3 PM Classic
Computers

Linux SIG

7:00 PM 145 Russ
Engr. Ctr., WSU

Nov 20

Nov 21

Nov 22

Apple SIG

7:00 PM Wayne
Booster Center,
5367 Fishburg

Nov 27

Nov 28

Nov 23

Nov 24

Hands-On SIG

Thanksgiving

the 1st day of each

Dec 4

Nov 29
Main Meeting

Dec 5

Dec 6

Board of
Directors

Amateur Radio
SIG

7:00 PM 119 Valley

Remember:

•

Nov 26
9 AM - 2 PM
OTAP

7:00 PM 119 Valley

Nov 30

7:00 PM 119 Valley

Dec 1

Dec 2

Dec 3
9 AM - 2 PM
OTAP
3 PM Classic
Computers

Digital Photo SIG
7:00 PM 401 Millett
Hall, WSU

7:30 PM Rm. 101
Fawcett Hall, WSU

The DataBus deadline is

Nov 25

Dec 7

Dec 8

Holiday Party

Software Development SIG

Presidential Banquet
Ctr. Social hour @
6, Dinner @ 7

Dec 9

Dec 10
9 AM - 2 PM
OTAP

6:30 PM 119 Valley

Oct. 25, 2005: Medical School Auditorium, Wright State University
Member

•

Send membership applications & renewals to PO Box
340402, Beavercreek, OH 45434-0402
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